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CRICKLADE  & WOOTTON  BASSETT  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Manor  House, 
Wootton  Bassett, 
Wilts. 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett 
Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs,  Bubb  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  annual  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  year  1963.  As  you  know,  I did  not  take  up  my  appointment  until 
3rd  February,  1964,  but  inasmuch  as  my  predecessor  left  me  no  personal  notes  I 
can  say  that  the  report  is  mine. 

In  the  preparation  of  my  reports  I believe  it  right  to  stick  to  facts  con- 
cerning the  district  under  report , bringing  in  outside  data  only  for  valid  com- 
parative purposes,  and  not  using  the  occasion  to  expound  on  public  health  in 
general.  Nor  do  I propose  to  bring  into  this  introduction  facts  which  are 
clearly  set  forth  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

Without  personal  experience  of  what  happened  in  1963  this  report  is 
mainly  of  a statistical  character,  but  I have  sought  to  add  some  meat  to  the 
bones  by  making  comments. 

As  usual,  I have  asked  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  to  report  on  all 
matters  of  environmental  health,  which  are  his  first  concern. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  all  who  have  helped  me  marshal  the  material  for  this 
report,  in  particular  my  secretary,  Miss  Sally  Lewis, 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Bubb  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  HOPE  LAMB 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


21st  July,  1964. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  District  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  Parishes  ...  ...  ... 

Estimated  Population  (including  Service  personnel) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (permanent)  ... 

Rateable  value  as  at  1st  April,  1963  ••• 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  (estimated  1963/64) 


43,911  acres 

14 

19,90: 

5,677 

£434,308 

£2,040 


Population:  The  estimated  population  shows  an  increase  of 
330  compared  with  1962. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses:  The  figure  of  5,677  shows  an 

increase  of  139  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

18  new  houses  were  erected  in  1963  by  the  Council,  and  148  by 
private  enterprise. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births  ...  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • « 

416 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  (corre< 

sted) 

• • • 

21.3 

Still  Births  ...  ...  ... 

• O 

III 

2 

Deaths  from  all  causes  - male  ... 

• t 4 

III 

103 

■*  female  ... 

• • • 

III 

75 

**  total  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

178 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  (corrected) 

• • • 

HI 

11.1 

Deaths  of  infants  under  ONE  year  of  age 

• II 

• • • 

3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

III 

III 

7.2 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and 

still 

births 

9.6 

BIRTHS 

Live  Births 


The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  legitimate  and  illegitimate  live 
births  in  this  district  together  with  comparable  figures  for  1962. 


LIVE 

1962 

1963 

BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

178 

147 

323 

212 

191 

403 

Illegitimate 

8 

5 

13 

6 

7 

13 

Total  number 
of  live  births 

186 

152 

338 

218 

198 

416 

2 


Total  Live  Birth  Rate 


The  following  are  the  corrected  figures.  Correction  allows  for  the  age 
and  sex  distribution  of  our  population  and  thus  gives  a more  fair  comparison 
with  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  The  comparability  factor  is  1.03,  which 
shows  that  our  population,  for  birth  rate  purposes,  is  almost  the  same  as  that 
of  the  whole  country. 


Cricklade  and 

TOTAL  LIVE  BIRTH  RATE 

Wootton  Bassett 
District 

England  and  Wales 

1962 

17.3 

18.0 

1963 

21.5 

18.2 

Still  Births 


STILL 

1962 

1963 

BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total  , 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total  number 
of  still  births 

2 

a 

4 

1 

1 

2 

The  number  has  halved,  but  in  any  case  the  figures  are  small. 


Still  Birth  Rate 


STILL  BIRTH  RATE 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett 

8.2 

11.6 

4.8 

England  and  Wales 

18.7 

18.1 

17.3 

It  may  be  noted  that  our  rate  in  19&3  was  nearly  one  quarter  of  the 
national  figure. 


DEATHS 


Deaths 

from 

all 

causes  - 

Male 

103 

— 

Female 

75 

— 

Total 

178 

Death 

Rate 

per 

1 ,000  population 

11.1 

3 


Death  Rate 


As  with  the  birth  rate,  the  death  rate  has  been  corrected  for  age  and  sex 
distribution.  The  comparability  factor  (1.24)  shows  that  we  have  a slightly 


lower  number  of  old  people  than  England  and  Wales  as  a 
increase  the  crude  figure  to  make  a fairer  comparison. 

whole,  and 

so  have  to 

DEATH  RATE 

1962 

1963 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett 

9.8 

11.1 

England  and  Wales 

11.9 

12.2 

The  increased  rate  in  1963  represents  21  additional  deaths,  not  a 
significant  difference.  What  is  more  noteworthy  is  that  our  corrected  rate 
remains  less  than  the  national  figure. 

The  following  figures  are  taken  from  the  Registrar  General’s  Return. 


AGE  AT 
DEATH 

Under 
4 wks 

4 wks  and 
under  1 yr 

1-14 

13-24 

23-34 

33-44 

45-64 

65-74 

75-84 

85-89 

90+ 

TOTAL 

Male 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

6 

21 

29 

34 

ry  * 

4 

103 

Female 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

10 

22 

22 

9 

5 

75 

* Includes  a man  aged  87  who  died  on  December  24th,  1963,  but  whose  death  was 
not  entered  by  the  Registrar  General  until  January  1964. 


AGE  AT 

DEATH 

0-64 

65+ 

TOTAL 

Male 

29 

74 

103 

Female 

17 

58 

75 

Approximately  28 % of  male  deaths  occurred  before  the  age  of  65« 
Approximately  2.y/0  of  female  deaths  occurred  before  the  age  of  63 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS 


I am  now  making  an  alternative  presentation  of  the  deaths  in  the  form  of  a 
graph.  It  shows  rather  better  than  the  table  just  when  the  majority  of  deaths 
occurred  in  both  sexes.  Males  started  dying  off  sooner  than  females,  reaching 
their  peak  a decade  earlier,  yet  still  being  "neck  and  neck"  at  90+;  out  the 
flat  lines  of  the  graph  up  to  middle  age  would  seem  to  indicate  good  health  in 
our  younger  population,  which  is  reflected  in  the  number  of  late  survivors. 
While  all  credit  is  due  to  modern  treatment,  it  is  surely  right  to  acknowledge 
that  but  for  public  health  as  we  know  and  apply  it,  the  peaks  of  the  graph 
would  be  much  more  to  the  left. 


DEATHS  IN  THE  DISTRICT  DURING  1963  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  AND  SEX 


(Taken  from  the  Registrar  General’s  Return  except  for  one 
death  (male)  in  the  80-89  age  group  which  occurred  in 
December  1963  but  was  not  registered  until  January  1964.) 


KEY 


Male 


Female 


5 


SUMMARY  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1963 


Causes 

Male 

Female 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

- 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

2 

2 

11. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

3 

- 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

- 

4 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

10 

4 

13. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

- 

3 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

11 

10 

18. 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

25 

9 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

1 

3 

20. 

Other  Heart  Disease 

14 

8 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

3 

5 

22. 

Influenza 

- 

2 

23. 

Pneumonia 

6 

4 

24. 

Bronchitis 

8 

5 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

1 - 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

5 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

- 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations 

- 

1 

• 

CM 

K\ 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

9 

7 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

1 

34. 

All  other  Accidents 

- 

1 

35. 

Suicide 

1* 

103 

3 

75 

TOTAL  V& 


* This  man  died  on  December  24th,  1963,  but  his  death  was  not  entered  by  the 
Registrar  General  until  January,  1964, 


6 


The  following  table  shows  the  age  anc3  sex  distribution  of  the  four 
chief  causes  of  death  in  the  District  in  1963»  as  shown  in  the  Registrar 
General's  Return. 


AGES 

CAUSES 

Males 

Fc 

males 

13-34 

33-44 

45-64: 

65-74 

75+ 

15-34 

35-44 

45-64 

65-74 

71 

Cancer 

(including; 

leukaemia) 

1 

2 

3 

6 

3 

1 

1 

% 

1 

L 

Vascular 
lesions  or 
Nervous  System 

1 

1 

5 

4 

mm 

1 

1 

1 

r 

Coronary  Disease,1 
Angina 

- 

2 

3 

10 

8 

- 

- 

mm 

6 

Heart,  and 
Circulatory 
except  those 
above 



- 

3 

2 

11 

- 

1 

4 

V 

The  higher  figures  are  of  those  diseases  most  likely  to  assail  long 
survivors.  There  was  a higher  mortality  from  coronary  thrombosis  in  males 
(25  as  against  13  in  1962),  but  the  number  of  deaths  from  lung  cancer  has 
remained  the  same  (3)  over  the  past  three  years,  and  in  both  1962  and 
1963  they  were  all  males.  "Other  heart  disease"  has  fallen  from  46  in 
1961  and  44  in  1962  to  21,  but  this  could  be  due  to  differences  in 
diagnosis.  Diseases  most  amenable  to  modern  medical  and  surgical  treat- 
ment remain  low  as  causes  of  death.  Despite  our  congested  roads, 
vehicle  accidents  have  made  a lower  contribution,  though  this  also  could 
be  due  to  more  successful  treatment.  The  suicides  have  doubled:  three 
were  middle-aged  women,  the  fourth  an  old  man. 


Infant  Mortality 


1963 

1962 

Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

2 

3 

8 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

mm 

— 

Total  number  of 
deaths 

1 

2 

3 

8 

7 


Infant  Mortality  Rate 


INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE 

1962 

1963 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett 

23.7 

7.2 

England  and  Wales 

20.7 

20.9 

In  terms  of  absolute  figures,  the  fall  in  infant  mortality  may  not 
seem  very  great,  but  when  expressed  as  the  rate  per  1,000  live  births  it 
becomes  much  more  appreciable,  and  is  nearly  one- third  that  of  England 
and  Wales. 


Deaths  of  Infants 


1963 

0-1  week 

More  than  1 week 
but  less  than  4 
weeks 

More  than  4 weeks 
but  less  than  12 
months 

2 

1 

- 

The  table  below  shows  the  deaths  of  infants  in  this  district  in  19&3 
according  to  cause,  age,  and  sex. 


Causes 

Age 

Male 

Female 

Congenital  Hydronephrosis 

1 week 

Asphyxia  Neonatorum 

- 

3 hours 

Prematurity 

20  hours 

- 

8 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATIONS 


The  table  shows  the  distribution  of  notifications  of  infectious 
diseases,  according  to  parishes,  in  1963* 


PARISHES 


Diseases 

Ashton  Keynes 

t 

i Braydon 

Broad  Town 

a 

H 

'<! 

H, 

Hj 

a 

TJ 

a 

& 

4 

Cb 

o 

4 

F- 

O 

FT 

H 

P 

Ch 

CD 

Latton 

Leigh 

i Lydiard  Millicent 

1 

i Lydiard  Tregoze 

{ 

j Lyneham 

Mars  ton  Meysey 

£ 

4 

cf 

O 

£ 

t-3 

o 

o 

FT 

CD 

£ 

p* 

SD 

B 

Wootton  Bassett 

To  tal 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

— 

— 

«■» 

- 

1 

— 

- 

- 

5 

- 

3 

- 

2 

11 

Whooping  Cough 

k 

— 

— 

31 

9 

10 

1 

- 

- 

1 

7 

- 

22 

85 

Measles 

- 

2 

- 

3 

62 

17 

23 

33 

5 

108 

- 

137 

- 

95 

Acute  Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- - 

- 

1 

- 

7 

- 

6 

-• 

- 

19* 

Dysentery 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1° 

- 

3 

10 

1 

- 

- 

51 

- 

- 

-0 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

7 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

- 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

1 



- 

U 

2 

- 

1 

- 

4 

8(  1)  * 

* The  figure  in  brackets  is  the  number  of  inward  transfers  of  tuberculosis 
cases  to  this  district  in  1963  and  is  not  included  in  the  distribution  in 
parishes • 

Scarlet  Fever:  The  increase  of  3 cases  over  the  1962  figure  is  unimportant. 
Scarlet  fever  remains  a mild  and  infrequent  disease,  though  there  are  many 
other  strep  toe oocal  infections  which  do  not  produce  the  rash  and  are  there- 
fore not  notifiable. 

Whooping  Cough:  As  whooping  cough  is  not  100%  preventable  by  immunisation, 
the  purpose  of  which  is  to  reduce  the  risk  of  serious  complications  in 
infancy,  a number  of  cases  are  to  be  expected,  and  the  disease  is  highly 
infectious  in  the  early  stages.  The  absence  of  cases  in  the  previous  year 
cannot  readily  be  explained. 

Measles : It  was  the  biennial  peak  year  for  measles,  hence  a large  number 

of  cases  was  to  be  expected.  Indeed,  it  is  surprising  that  the  number  was 
not  higher. 

Dysentery : I have  been  told  that  dysentery  is  endemic  in  certain  areas, 

including  Purton.  Certainly  67%  of  the  notifications  came  from  Purton,. 
with  13%  each  from  Cricklade  and  Lydiard  Millicent.  Although  usually  mild 
it  is  very  infectious  and  persistent  unless  contained  by  good  sanitation 
and  good  sanitary  practice,  towards  which  this  Department  maintains  a 
constant  effort.  Owing  to  the  mild  nature  of  the  usual  form,  Sonne 
Dysentery,  many  cases  probably  do  not  seek  medical  advice,  which  may 
influence  the  low  notifications  in  some  areas  and  make  other  areas  seem  to 
have  a high  incidence j and  in  these  latter  areas  much  diagnosis  may  be 
based  on  clinical  rather  than  bacteriological  evidence  of  the  disease. 

The  number  of  positive  cases  was  low,  as  shown  in  the  following  table: 


9 


Dysentery 


Year 


Number  of  Positive  Cases 


1960 

1961 
1962 
1963 


130  (There  was  an  epidemic) 
13 
4 
4 


The  low  figure  in  1963  can  be  weighed  against  the  number  of  specimens 
taken,  which  was  100.  Thus  the  positive  rate  was  only  4%. 

Food  Poisoning:  Of  the  seven  cases  of  food  poisoning,  three  were  positive 
for  salmonella  typhi -murium.  In  one  case  duck  eggs  were  implicated,  but 
not  proved  to  be  the  cause  of  the  disease. 

Tuberculosis : The  figures  for  tuberculosis  were  low,  and  the  nature  and 

age/sex  distribution  of  locally  occurring  cases  is  shown  on  the  following 
table • 

Tuberculosis 


Age -group 

Respiratory 

Meninges  and 
Central  Nervous  System. 

Other 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

All  ages  ... 

• • t 

3 

3 

- 

- 

2 

0 •-  • . • 

• • • 

~ 

- 

— 

5 - 

• • # 

«■» 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

15  - 

# • • 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

23  - 

• • # 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

43  - 

• • • 

1 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

1 

63  and  ov?er  ... 

• • • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unknown  ... 

• • • 

— - 

— - 

— 

— 



™ 

1 

_ , 

- - - , ..  - 

! 

Applying  our  population  figures  for  1962  and  1 963 » 19*550  and  19»900, 
the  incidence  rates  per  thousand  were: 


1962 

1963 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

0.7 

0.3 

Other  Tuberculosis 

Nil 

0.1 

All  Tuberculosis 

0.7 

0.4 

Inward  transfers  of  cases  of  tuberculosis,  that  is,  cases  which 
originated  outside  the  Rural  District  and  then  came  to  live  in  it,  are 
not  included  in  the  above  figures.  There  was  only  one  such  case. 
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IMMUNISATION 


I an  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
following  immunisation  figures: 

The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  children,  to  school-leaving  age, 
who  were  immunised  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  and  who 
received  reinforcement  doses  in  1963* 


Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough 

Te  tanus 

Primary 

357 

307 

356 

i Reinforcement 
» 

354 

138 

274 

The  following  is  the  diphtheria  immunisation  state  for  babies  born  in 
the  District  during  1962  who  were  immunised  up  to  31st  December,  1963* 

Most  of  those  children  would,  at  the  same  tine,  have  been  also  immunised 
against  whooping  cough  and  tetanus. 

1962 

babies  19^2  ^ 

immunised  births 

up  to  31t12.63» 


Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett  279  338  82.5 


The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  primary  vaccinations  against 
smallpox  carried  out  in  this  area  in  1963  according  to  ages. 


-ge 

- - ...  -j 

1 Under  1 year 



1-4 

5-14 

15  and  over 

■ Total 

Number  of  smallpox 
vaccinations 

16 

32 

4 

19 

71 

The  table  overleaf  shows  the  number  of  completed  poliomyelitis 
immunisations  during  1983* 
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COMPLETED  POLIOMYELITIS  IMMUNISATION 
DURING  1963 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 


During  the  year  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  gave  talks,  with  or 
without  film-strips,  to  the  following  bodies: 


The  Social  Studies  Group  of  the  Townswomen's  Guild; 

Two  branches  of  the  Silver  Threads  Club; 

The  Young  Wives'  Group; 

The  Youth  Leaders  of  Wiltshire; 

A Youth  Club. 

Two  f lannelgraphs  on  Hone  Safety  were  purchased  from  the  Central 
Council  for  Health  Education. 

A Mobile  Anti-Smoking  Unit  from  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education  visited  the  District  for  three  days  in  November. 


OUTLINE  OF  THE  MEDICAL  SERVICES  OPERATING  IN  THE 

CRICKLADE  ..iND  *OOTTON  BASSETT  RURaL  DISTRICT 


1.  The  ’Wiltshire  County  Council  being  a Local  Health  Authority  and  Local 
Education  Authority  provides  the  following  services:- 

As  a Health  Authority 

Health  Visiting 

Infant  Welf  re  and  the  Care  of  Mothers 
Home  Nursing 
Home  Midwifery 
Domestic  Help 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 
Care  and  Aftercare 
Ambulances 
Chiropody 

As  an  Education  Authority 

Medical  Inspection  of  Pupils 
Ascertainment  of  Handicapped  Pupils 
School  Dental  Service 
Speech  Therapy 
Psychologists'  Services 
Consultants'  Services, 
and  some  other  services 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  the  Principal  School 
Medical  Officer;  this  arrangement  happily  integrates  the  two  services. 

Tuberculosis  Services  co-ordinating  both  treatment  and  prevention  are 
integrated  in  the  person  of  the  Chest  Physician  whose  offices  are  in  the 
County  Hall,  Trowbridge. 


mmmmm 
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2.  The  Wiltshire  Executive  Council  is  responsible  for  the  services  of:- 


Family  Doctors 
Dentists 
Oculis  ts 
Op  ticians 


3.  The  Hospitals  and  the  Specialists  serving  residents  in  this  area  are 
under  the  Oxford  Regional  Board  or  the  South  Western  Regional  Board. 
General  Hospitals  are  situated  in  - 

Swindon 

Chippenham 

Malmesbury 

Cirencester 

Special  cases  are  referred  to  Oxford  and  Bristol. 


4.  The  Mass  Chest  X-ray  Mobile  Unit  provided  by  the  Oxford  Regional  Board 
visited  Wootton  Bassett  and  Cricklado  every  Wednesday  during  1963* 

The  Unit  is  located  at  10  Gun  Street,  Reading,  (Tel. 35193)* 

The  number  of  persons  X-rayed  in  1963  was  ^83 5 22  persons  were  sub- 
sequently referred  to  the  Chest  Physician,  out  of  which  3 were 
diagnosed  as  having  non  active  Tuberculosis,  and  k as  having  Cancer 
of  the  Lungs  (personal  communication  from  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health). 


5«  The  Pathological  Laboratory  at  Princess  Margaret  Hospital  in  Swindon 

carries  out,  by  special  arrangement,  all  routine  tests  for  the  Public 
Health  Department  in  this  District.  For  other  tests,  services  of 
Public  Health  Laboratories  in  Bristol,  Oxford  and  London  are  also 
available • 


6.  Hospital  Maternity  Cases  - the  majority  are  admitted  to  - 

Kingshill  Maternity  Hospital,  Swindon 
R.A.F.  Hospital,  Wroughton 
Malmesbury  Hospital 
Maternity  Hospital,  Cirencester 
Greenways  Maternity  Hospital,  Chippenham 


7 • Premature  Baby  Units  are  in  - 

Kingshill  Maternity  Hospital,  Swindon 
R.A.F,  Hospital,  Wroughton 

8.  Hospital  Mental  Cases  - the  majority  are  admitted  to  - 

Roundway  Hospital,  Devizes 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
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9.  Smallpox  Cases  would  be  admitted  to  the  following  specially  designated 
Hospitals  outside  Wiltshire  - 

Ham  Green  Hospital,  near  Bristol 
Weyhill  Hospital,  Andover 


10.  Venereal  Diseases  are  treated  in  - 

Salisbury  General  Infirmary 
Royal  United  Hospital,  Bath 
St.  Martin's  Hospital,  Bath 
Isolation  Hospital,  Swindon 
Maudlin  Street  Clinic,  Bristol 


11.  Medical  Loan  Depots 


Address  of  Depot  Officer  in  Charge 


Cr icklade 

Mrs.  Mundy, 

80  High  Street  80  High  Street, 

Cr icklade • 


Pur  ton 

70  Reids  Piece 


Mr.  Legg, 

70  Reids  Piece, 
Pur  ton. 


Wootton  Basse 1 1 


128  High  Street 


Miss  Parsons, 

13  Victory  Row, 
Wootton  Bassett. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  AND 
HOUSING  OFFICER  FOR  THE  YEAR  1963 


May  1964. 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr. Chairman,  Mrs.Bubb  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  first  Annual  Report  on  the 
work  carried  out  in  my  department.  Mr .C.E. James  who  had  been  chief 

of  the  department  retired  at  the  end  of  May  1963  after  33  years  service 
all  as  Chief  Inspector.  I had  the  pleasure  to  serve  with  him  for  28 
years,  during  which  time  we  saw  the  population  of  the  district  double 
itself  and  the  work  of  the  department  rise  to  its  present  highly 
technical  form. 

The  report  covers  the  last  five  months  of  Mr .James'  career 
and  the  commencement  of  my  service  as  Chief  Inspector.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  report  follows  the  same  form  as  in  the  past  and  I have 
done  this  purposely  as  a tribute  to  one  who  gave  such  loyal  and 
conscientious  service  and  pinpointed  each  year  with  a detailed  and 
informative  report. 

New  meat  regulations  necessitated  more  manpower  and  I would 
like  to  thank  the  Council  for  the  staff  re-organisation  that  was  made 
following  my  staffing  report.  The  long  record  of  100%  meat  inspection 
has  been  maintained  as  a result  of  this  additional  assistance,  without 
disruption  of  work  on  other  duties. 

Mr .J .Kemp  was  promoted  Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
Mr.G.Dunford  a former  student  was  appointed  Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector  on  qualifying  and  Mr .A. G. Garnett,  a fully  qualified  officer, 
was  added  to  the  staff  as  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  in  July, 
joining  the  department  from  Trowbridge  U.D.C. 

The  forward  looking  policy  of  the  Council  was  again  evident 
when  later  in  the  year  Mr  .N.'J.Durnf  ord  joined  the  department  as  a 
Student  Public  Health  Inspector,  the  fifth  to  join  the  staff  for 
training  over  the  years. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  Council  and  the  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Committees  for  their  progressive  approach  and  the  support 
given  to  me  in  this  initial  year.  To  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  and  the  officers  and  staff  of  other  departments,  I record 
my  appreciation  for  help  and  courtesy  given  in  an  altogether  pleasant 
and  willing  manner. 

I 4m,  Mr .Chairman,  Mrs.Bubb  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  COX 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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HOUSING 


Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year 


(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  *•  . . . . . . . . , . 18 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  *.  ..  ♦ . . . . . ••  1^8 

Cc)  By  conversion  of  houses  into  flats  ••  *.  ••  . . Nil 

(d)  By  the  Air  Ministry  for  Married  Quarters  ••  • « ••  14 

Inspection  of  Dwellings  during  the  year 

(1)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Public  Health  Acts  • 23 

(ii)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Housing  Acts  *•  65 

(±ii)  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  *«  16 

Civ)  Number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

fit  for  habitation  ••  « • 31 

Remedy  of  Defects  by  Informal  Action 


Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  Informal  Action  25 
Action  under  Statutory  Powers  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 

A*  Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  dwellings  where  formal  notices  were  served  • • Nil 

Number  of  dwellings  made  fit  as  result  of  formal  notices 


(a)  By  owners  • • . • ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ••  ••  Nil 

B.  Housing  Act  1957 

Number  of  dwellings  where  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  ••  ••  Nil 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  as  result  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  * * « « Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  on  default  of  owners  ••  ••  Nil 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  .*  ••  . * * • 9 

Number  of  houses  demolished  ..  ..  ••  . • ••  18 

Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  ••  • • ••  «•  4 

Number  of  Undertakings  completed  • • . . . « . • 2 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  3 


Number  of  dwellings  closed  as  the  result  of  Closing  Orders  5 

JL  successful  prosecution  for  the  contravention  of  a Closing 
Order  was  taken  at  the  Cricklade  Magistrates  Court  on  the  29th  May* 


The  house  was  vacated  again  on  the  22nd  of  June  19^3* 

Oyp rcrowdi ng 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  discovered  in  19&3  ••  ••  2 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  brought  forward  from  19^2  •*  2 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  during  the  year  ••  1 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  on  December  31st  1963  ••  3 


Two  cases  discovered  during  the  year  in  council  houses  were 
given  temporary  licences  under  Section  80  of  the  Housing  Act  1957* 

House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act  1959* 

Grants  were  made  under  the  above  Act  in  36  cases,  19  standard 
and  17  discretionary,  an  increase  of  1 discretionary  and  a decrease  of  2 
standard  grants. 

The  value  of  the  grants  was  - Standard  £1,955  and  Discretionary 
£5,882,  a total  of  £7,837  and  an  increase  over  last  year  of  £2,708.  The 
average  grants  per  house  were  - Standard  £103  and  Discretionary  £3^5* 

Rent  Act  1957. 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received 
during  the  year.  The  last  application  was  made  in  June  i960. 

Housing  Applications. 

There  was  an  increase  of  29  applicants  for  council  house 
tenancies  on  December  31st  1963  which  cancelling  out  the  decrease  of 
last  year  brought  the  general  situation  back  to  that  which  obtained  at 
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the  end  of  1961.  This  increase  was  spread  evenly  over  the  district  but 
the  order  of  preference  of  the  first  four  parishes,  remains  Wootton  Bassett, 
Cricklade,  Lyneham  and  Pur  ton.  The  parish  of  Braydon  has  no  applicants 
because  it  is  one  of  the  two  parishes  in  the  district  which  has  no  council 
houses  and  in  the  other  parish  in  this  position  namely  Tockenham,  there 
is  one  optimistic  applicant.  During  the  year  the  Council  decided  that 
an  applicant  would  be  allowed  to  apply  for  one  parish  only. 

It  should  be  noted  from  the  figures  in  the  tables  beiow  the 
following  salient  features.  Of  the  total  of  2.bb  applicants,  179  are 
householders  whilst  63  are  sharing  accommodation.  Quite  a number  of  the 
applicants  in  rooms  are  in  fact  in  council  houses  under  lodger  permissions. 

From  the  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  the  major  increase  in 
applicants  is  from  those  with  growing  families  and  it  does  point  to  a 
need  for  further  house  building  over  and  above  the  aged  person's  bungalow 
projects  in  the  five  leading  parishes. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  applications  for  Aged  Persons' 
Dwellings  are  kept  separate  from  the  normal  housing  list. 

During  the  year  it  was  decided  to  return  to  the  method  of 
check  visits  to  keep  the  housing  lists  as  accurate  as  possible,  it  having 
been  found  that  the  forms  sent  out  each  six  months  under  the  alternative 
scheme  were  not  returned  too  well.  Each  year  a number  of  applications 
are  removed  from  the  file  due  to  the  applicants  changing  address  without 
notification  and  becoming  untraceable. 

Number  of  check  visits  »•  211 


Parish 

No.  of  Applicants 
on  31/12/63 

Total  No.  of 
Applicants 

Increase 

C+) 

Decrease 

C-) 

who  are 
house- 
holders 

who  are 
in 

rooms 

On 

Dec 

31/63 

On 

Dec 

31/62 

Ash ton  Keynes 

9 

b 

13 

12 

+ 1 

Braydon 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Broad  Town 

7 

1 

8 

7 

+ 1 

Clyffe  Pypard 

b 

- 

b 

6 

- 2 

Cricklade 

33 

14- 

b7 

39 

+ 8 

Latton 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Leigh 

3 

- 

3 

2 

+ 1 

Lydiard  Millicent 

b 

1 

3 

3 

+ 2 

Lydiard  Tregoze 

3 

1 

b 

3 

+ 1 

Lyneham 

zb 

28 

23 

+ 3 

Marston  Meysey 

1 

- 

1 

- 

+ 1 

Pur ton 

17 

6 

23 

23 

- 

Tockenham 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Wootton  Bassett 

72 

Ik 

106 

93 

+ 13 

179 

63 

Zbb 

215 

+ 29 

Sizes  of  Families  of  Applicants 


Man,  Wife  and 

No 

Children 

1 

Child 

2 

Children 

3 

Children 

b 

Children 

5 

Children 

Over  3 
Children 

86 

6b 

36 

20 

13 

2 

3 

Percentage  of  the  Total 

33.3 

26.3 

23.0 

8.2 

3.0 

0.9 

1.3 
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Applications  for  Aged  Persons'  Dwellings.  31/12/63  • 


Parish 

Married 

Chuples 

Single  Persons 
Widows  and 
Widowers 

Total 

Ashton  Keynes 

5 

4 

9 

Broad  Town 

- 

- 

- 

Cricklade 

11 

6 

17 

Lydiard  Millicent 

- 

- 

- 

Lyneham 

3 

2 

3 

i Marston  Meysey 

- 

- 

- 

Pur ton 

12 

18 

30 

Wootton  Bassett 

42 

42 

84 

( 

1 

1 ..  

73 

72 

145 

The  big  rise  seen  last  year  (43%)  in  the  number  of  applications 
for  aged  persons  dwellings  has  been  arrested  and  at  a total  of  143  at  the 
end  of  the  year  there  was  a reduction  of  10.  The  great  interest  shown 
in  the  allocation  of  the  12  bungalows  completed  and  allocated  during  the 
year  proved  that  these  applications  are  very  'live*  and  there  is  a need 
still  for  a rising  bungalow  programme.  As  well  as  solving  a lot  of 
problems  for  old  folk  the  provision  of  bungalows  does  enable  the  selection 
committees  to  release  'under  occupied’  houses.  Bungalows  must  be  sited 
in  central  positions  and  these  type  of  sites  are  becoming  difficult  to 
obtain*  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  great  interest  was  being  shown  in 
the  possibility  of  providing  grouped  accommodation  for  lonely  and  infirm 
aged  persons. 

Provision  of  New  Houses 

New  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  maintained  the  rise 
shown  in  1962,  The  total  in  Wootton  Bassett  reached  111  by  the  end  of 
the  year,  but  there  was  a drop  to  12  in  Pur  ton  and  10  in  Cricklade. 

Every  parish  except  Clyffe  Pypard  had  additions  during  the  year. 

Six  houses,  4 at  Lyneham  and  2 at  Bushton  and  12  bungalows, 

2 at  Marston  Meysey  and  10  at  Wootton  Bassett  formed  the  additions  to 
the  council  house  totals. 


Houses  Erected  during  the  year 

Counoil  houses 

Parish 

and  Aged 
Persons ’ 
Dwellings 

Private 

Houses 

Total 

Ashton  Keynes 

w* 

3 

3 

Bray don 

- 

2 * 

2 

Broad  Town 

- 

1 

1 

Clyffe  Pypard 

2 

- 

2 

Cricklade 

1 

1 

Lydiard  Millicent 

- 

10 

10 

Lydiard  Tregoze 

- 

3 

3 

Lyneham 

4 

1 

3 

Marston  Meysey 

2 

1 

3 

Pur  ton 

- 

12 

12 

Tbckenham 

- 

1 

1 

Wootton  Bassett 

10 

111 

121 

18 

148 

166 

14  Air  Ministry  houses  were  er acted  during  the  year 
year  at  Lyneham  on  married  quarters 
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Number  of  Houses 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  in  the  district 
on  31st  December  1963,  eighteen  houses  having  been  demolished  under  slum 
clearance  during  the  year.  The  number  of  private  and  council  houses  in 
each  parish  are  set  out. 


Parish 

No « of 
private 
houses 
& flats 

r ' 1 

No.  of  Council  Houses 
Including  Aged  Persons' 
Dwellings 

% of  houses 
owned  by 
Local 
Authority 

Total 
number  of 
houses  and 
flats 

Erec  ted 
pre-war 

Erex:  ted 
post-war 

Total 

Ashton  Keynes 

233 

17 

20 

37 

12.33 

292 

Braydon 

21 

- 

- 

- 

- 

21 

Broad  Town 

116 

16 

26 

42 

26,67 

158 

Clyffe  Pypard 

99 

14 

10 

24 

19.51 

123 

Cricklade 

434 

21 

139 

180 

29.32 

614 

La t ton 

130 

2 

4 

6 

4.413 

136 

Leigh 

72 

8 

30 

38 

3^.5 

110 

Lydiard  Millicent 

293 

27 

24 

31 

14.74 

346 

Lydiard  Tregoze 

14-3 

9 

10 

19 

11,73 

162 

Lyneham 

*760 

38 

50 

88 

10,38 

848 

Mars  ton  Meysey 

30 

6 

7 

13 

20,64 

63 

Pur  ton 

932 

78 

123 

201 

17.74 

1,133 

Tockenham 

41 

- 

- 

- 

41 

Wootton  Bassett 

1,212 

73 

34  3 

418 

25.64 

1,630 

4,560 

309 

808 

1,117 

19.67 

3,677 

♦Includes  313  Air  Ministry  houses. 


Types  of  Council  Houses  (including  Aged  Persons'  Dwellings) 


Parish 

Tradi- 

tional 

Airey 

Reema 

Orlit 

Unity 

Swedish 

Timber 

Wool- 

away 

Ashton  Keynes 

23 

14 

M 

Braydon 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Broad  Town 

34 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Clyffe  Pypard 

22 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Cricklade 

88 

12 

- 

- 

47 

- 

33 

Latton 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Leigh 

8 

14 

- 

- 

16 

- 

- 

Lydiard  Millicent 

51 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Lydiard  Tregozo 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

- 

Lyneham 

78 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mars  ton  Meysey 

13 

m3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pur  ton 

145 

16 

- 

- 

40 

- 

- 

Tockenham 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

Wootton  Bassett 

233 

30 

14 

44 

22 

- 

35 

712 

124 

14 

44 

I25 

10 

88 

Total  number  of  Council  Houses  - 1,117* 


The  percentages  of  the  various  types  of  council  houses 
(including  bungalows)  are  as  follows  :- 


% 


Traditional 

64 

Airey 

11 

Reema 

1 

Orlit 

4 

Unity 

11 

Swedish  Timber 

1 

Woolaway 

8 

20 


( 


Aged  Persons’  Dwellings 

Parish 

1 Bedroom 

2 Bedrooms 

Total 

Ashton  Keynes 

2 

2 

Broad  Town 

2 

6 

Cr icklade 

6 

18 

24 

Lydiard  Millicent 

- 

2 

2 

lyneham 

11 

5 

16 

Mars  ton  Meysey 

2 

- 

2 

Pur  ton 

6 

14 

20 

Woo t ton  Bassett 

17 

39 

36 

. 

J ... 

44 

84 

128 

The  figures  given  in  the  above  table  are  included  in  the 
table  showing  the  types  of  council  houses.  Aged  persons'  dwellings 
account  for  11. 4%  of  the  total  housing  accommodation  provided  by  the 
Council.  This  percentage  will  rise  in  the  coming  years. 


Accommodation  provided  by  Council  Houses 


Traditional  Aged 
Persons'  Dwellings 
(bungalows) 

New  Traditional 

Traditional 

houses 

New- traditional 
houses 

Aged  Persons' 
Dwellings 
(bungalows) 

\ 

. 

Bedrooms 

Be drooras 

Be dr ooms 

Bedrooms 

. 

' 

4 

3 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Pre-war 

9 

300 

— 

— 

Post-war 

6 

263  ‘ 

13 

356 

42 

76 

44 

8 

mm 

15 

363 

13 

336 

42 

76 

44 

! 

8 

1 1.  T 

Inspection  of  Council  Houses 

Fifty-nine  council  houses  were  inspected  in  detail  and  the 
conditions  recorded.  The  majority  of  these  inspections  were  connected 
with  the  reletting  or  exchanges  of  council  houses.  Thirty  complaints 
were  dealt  with  involving  120  visits  by  inspectors* 

Major  defects  are  few,  due  to  the  regular  attention  by  the 
Surveyor's  department  to  repairs  on  complaint  and  regular  maintenance, 
but  the  interior  decoration  of  some  of  the  houses  left  much  to  be  desired. 
This  can  be  expected  in  some  aged  persons'  bungalows  through  the  advancing 
age  of  the  tenants  and  redecoration  proves  costly.  On  exchange  or 
reletting  of  houses  materials  for  redecoration  are  offered  to  incoming 
tenants  and  this  procedure  does  save  quite  a considerable  expenditure. 

When  the  visits  were  made  to  investigate  complaints  made 
by  tenants  against  their  neighbours  it  is  hoped  that  the  tactful  and 
friendly  approach  will  eventually  lead  to  sweeter  relations.  Thirty- 
seven  visits  of  a miscellaneous  nature  were  made. 

Sale  of  Council  Houses. 

It  was  decided  during  the  year  not  to  encourage  further 
sales  of  houses. 

Re-letting  of  Council  Houses 

There  was  a reduction  in  the  number  of  re-lettings 

available • 
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New  council  houses  let  during  1963 


New  houses  let 

New  Aged  Persons* 

parish 

bungalows  let 

Total 

4-bed 

3-bed 

2-bed 

2-bed 

1-bed 

lot 

Clyffe  Pypard 

2 

, . 

2 

Ly ne ham 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Mars  ton  Moysey 

- 

— 

— 

- 

2 

2 

V«  o o 1 1 o n 12a -3 so  f f 

- 

- 

- 

8 

2 

10 

- 

6 

- 

8 

4 
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lyre. hangs  of  Tenancies 

One  exchange  with  a council  house  tenant  from  another  district 
was  permitted  during  1963  an^  two  exchanges  within  the  district. 

C 9 tiT; ?j-l  House  Garden  Competition • 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  support 
my  suggestion  to  run  council  house  garden  competitions  for  a trial  period 
of  three  years  in  an  attempt  to  encourage  all  tenants  to  take  a pride  in 
them  surroundings  for  the  common  good.  All  tenants  will  be  circularised 
and  informed  that  there  will  be  no  entry  forms  in  that  every  garden  will 
be  considered  to  be  in  the  competition,  which  will  seek  out  the  garden 
receiving  the  greatest  care,  use  of  colour  and  best  use  of  the  plot.  The 
Council  realised  that  it  should  give  more  attention  to g rass  verges  on  the 
estates  to  aid  this  attempt  at  some  general  improvement. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936 


Nuisances 

Number  of  nuisances  discovered  ..  ••  71 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  • ••  • • 4l 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  158 

Verminous  Premises. 

During  the  year  the  department  dealt  with  infestations  of 
cluster  flies,  wasps , cockroaches,  earwigs,  flying  ants  and  fleas. 

This  was  the  first  year  that  I can  remember  when  no  bug 
infestation  was  discovered  and  one  must  conclude  that  with  modern 
insecticides  the  battle  against  this  obnoxious  pest  is  being  won. 

Woodworm  is  still  a problem  and  advice  is  given  on  this  trouble.  The 
infestation  of  earwigs  which  was  thought  to  be  cleared  last  year  in  the 
flat  roofed  bungalow  reappeared  and  in  the  end  bricks  were  taken  out  of 
the  outer  skin  to  allow  ingress  to  the  cavity  and  it  is  believed  that 
control  has  now  been  obtained.  The  only  time  when  action  is  taken 
against  wasps  is  when  the  nest  is  in  a dangerous  or  inaccessible  place 
on  premises  and  this  service  is  a great  boon  to  aged  occupiers. 

Regular  powdering  with  a pressure  gun  is  general  practice  on 
the  three  refuse  tips  and  D.D.T.  resistance  has  necessitated  the  use  of 
malathion,  but  the  staff  have  been  well  drilled  on  the  safety  precautions 
necessary. 

Number  of  visits  to  verminous  premises  ..  50 


Dysentery. 

There  were  76  notifications  of  suspected  dysentery  as 
compared  with  4-7  last  year.  The  number  of  positive  Shigella  sonnei 
results  were  10  affecting  four  persons  all  the  members  of  one  family. 

Altogether,  100  faecal  specimens  were  submitted  for 
examination  and  visits  to  homes  in  connection  with  this  disease  totalled 
216. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Only  six  visits  were  necessary  with  respect  to  infectious  • 
diseases  during  the  year  in  each  case  to  check  on  contact  food  handlers. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage . 

Drainage  from  1^7  houses  was  added  to  the  public  sewers  during 
the  year  (117  new  and  2 old  private  houses,  14  new  council  houses  and  1*f 
Air  Ministry  houses). 

Septic  tank  drainage  was  provided  for  30  new  and  14  old 
privately  owned  houses. 

Water  closets  were  substituted  for  pail  closets  at  14 
privately  owned  houses. 

The  year  ended  with  further  progress  having  been  made  towards 
enlargement  of  the  sewage  works  at  Wootton  Bassett,  Pur  ton  and  Cricklade, 
the  sewering  of  Lyneham  and  Bradens toke  to  the  Air  Ministry  sewage  works 
and  the  preliminary  stages  for  sewering  Lydiard  Millicent,  Broad  Town, 
Thornhill  and  Hook.  The  Council  is  active  with  tentative  plans  for  the 
remainder  of  the  district. 


Number  of  houses  and  flats  served  by  W.Cs.  and  draining  to 

cesspits  and/or  septic  tanks  ..  ••  1 , 1 8 1 

Number  of  houses  served  by  pail  closets  and  draining  to 

cesspits  etc 31^ 

Total  number  of  houses  and  flats  so  drained ••  ••  1|^95 

Total  number  of  houses  draining  to  small  sewage  installations  ..  136 

Total  number  of  houses  and  flats  connected  to  sewers  ••  ••  ••  3j275 

Percentage  of  houses  and  flats  connected  to  sewers  ..  ..  ••  57*7% 


Percentage  of  houses  and  flats  served  by  W.Cs.  and  draining  to 

cesspits  and/or  septic  tanks  ..  20.8% 
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Percentage  of  houses  having  pail  closets  and  draining  to  cesspits 

and/or  septic  tanks  •• 

Percentage  of  houses  draining  to  small  sewage  installations  . ..  2.3 % 

Percentage  of  houses  and  flats  draining  to  sewers,  small  sewage 

installations,  cesspits  and/or  septic  tanks  ..  86.2% 


(The  above  figures  include  5^3  Air  Ministry  houses 
and  38  council  houses  which  drain  to  sewers  owned 
by  the  Air  Ministry) 

Number  of  visits  ro  drainage  including  sewerage  schemes  survey  ..  448 


Public  Conveniences. 

The  two  public  conveniences  situate  at  Cricklade  and  Wootton 
Bassett  still  present  a problem  for  the  maintenance  staff.  Wilful 
damage  is  the  order  of  the  day  and  in  the  hard  conditions  during  the  now 
famous  winter,  vandals  were  responsible  for  a large  section  of  the  roof 
being  burnt  at  Cricklade.  It  can  only  be  assumed  that  their  fire  raising 
performance  was  an  attempt  to  thaw  the  pipes  by  unusual  methods  l 

The  Cricklade  conveniences  comprise  one  W.C.,  lavatory  basin 
and  urinal  for  males  and  two  W.Cs  and  lavatory  basins  for  females.  Here 
there  is  hot  and  cold  water  and  a paper  towel  and  soap  leaf  are  obtainable 
at  a cost  of  2d. 


There  are  two  W.Cs.  and  a urinal  for  males  at  Wootton  Bassett 
and  two  W.Cs.  for  females  but  lavatory  basins  are  not  provided. 

One  wonders  when  the  age  of  reason  will  dawn  in  the  sensible 
and  public  spirited  use  of  unattended  public  conveniences. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

A further  180  dwellings  were  added  to  the  task  of  refuse 
collection  during  the  year,  but  the  carrying  capacity  of  the  vehicles  was 
increased  in  April  by  the  addition  of  a new  Dennis  Paxit  II  16/24  cub .yard 
vehicle.  The  refuse  is  compressed  by  a hydraulic  ram  and  allows  the 
compression  to  be  carried  out  without  elevating  the  body  as  is  the  case 
with  the  Tippax.  Part  of  the  crew  compartment  has  been  modified  to 
allow  the  stacking  of  waste  paper.  The  Paxit  II,  the  Tippax  and  one 
side  loader  are  used  on  daily  runs  and  the  other  side  loader  is  held  as 
standby  and  has  proved  invaluable  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  two 
side  loaders  are  12  and  13  years  old  respectively.  Consequently,  there 
has  been  no  increase  in  staff,  nine  men  being  employed  in  the  collecting 
and  disposal  of  refuse  and  salvage,  but  the  growth  of  the  district  adds 
to  the  task  and  results  in  an  increase  in  overtime.  Towards  the  end  of 
the  year  it  was  decided  to  return  to  the  system  of  a working  foreman  who 
at  the  same  time  operates  the  J.C.B.  digger.  This  machine  has  done  five 

years  heavy  work  and  there  are  now  signs  of  metal  fatigue  on  the  framework 
and  rams  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  carry  out  several  big  welds.  Due 
to  a large  number  of  punctures  the  front  wheels  were  modified  to  solid 
tyres  and  rubber  fenders  were  fitted  to  the  large  rear  wheels.  This 
work  was  expensive  but  the  saving  in  man  hours  and  machine  operating  time 
will,  I think,  outweigh  the  additional  cost. 

The  collection  of  refuse  is  a weekly  one  for  the  whole  of  the 
district,  the  kerbside  method  being  in  use.  With  the  growth  of  the 
area  and  the  age  of  the  side  loaders  the  purchase  of  another  compaction 
vehicle  cannot  be  too  long  delayed. 

Iho  year  commenced  with  blizzards,  the  worst  this  century,  and 
it  was  impossible  to  reach  the  Scotlands  tip  at  Wootton  Bassett  for  three 
months.  It  must  be  reported  that  the  men  stuck  manfully  to  their  task, 
with  struggles  each  morning  to  start  the  vehicles  and  atrocious  road 
conditions  to  deal  with  each  day.  Emergency  tipping  had  to  be  carried 
out  on  land  near  the  salvage  depot,  but  this  was  covered  and  levelled  in 
the  fall  of  the  year.  The  first  field  at  Scotlands  was  filled  during 
the  last  months  of  the  year,  but  at  Pur  ton  the  tip  was  kept  alive  by  the 
farmer  and  the  planning  authorities  allowing  trenching  alongside  the  canal 
and  it  is  expected  to  keep  this  tip  open  until  late  1964. 

The  planning  authorities  and  the  land  utilisation  officer 
advised  where  in  the  district  further  tipping  ground  could  be  sought  and 
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the  year  ended  with  hopes  for  a new  tip  on  a section  of  elevated  canal  at 
the  Dance,  Cricklade.  However,  the  long  terra  need  is  by  no  means  solved 
and  the  search  must  go  on,  for  failure  to  provide  sites  must  eventually 
lead  to  consideration  of  the  more  expensive  methods  of  pulverisation  and/or 
composting  of  refuse. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  men  assisted  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor's  department  by  emptying  the  sludge  lagoons  at  the 
Wootton  Bassett  Sewage  Works  on  an  overtime  basis.  This  sludge  when 
dried  will  be  spread  on  the  reseeded  fields  at  Scotlands, 

In  addition,  collection  from  litter  bins  at  lay-bys  was 
carried  out  for  Wilts,  County  Council  on  a 50/50  cost  basis. 

Finally,  it  must  be  reported  that  the  fleet  of  vehicles  are 
now  housed  in  a new  garage  in  Coxs tails,  which  was  completed  in  the  year, 
Diesel  oil  and  tractor  fuel  tanks  have  been  installed  to  allow  the  purchase 
of  fuel  for  the  vehicles  and  tractor  digger  in  bulk. 

Number  of  visits  re  refuse  collection  and  disposal  643 

Salvage 

The  sales  of  salvageable  materials  fell  just  short  of  the  19&2 
figure  and  with  a growing  district  this  is  a matter  for  disappointment. 

It  must  be  noted,  however,  that  the  price  of  non-ferrous  metals  is  falling 
and  that  more  attention  to  the  baling  of  rags  has  brought  in  a better 
figure.  Towards  the  end  of  the  financial  year  a circular  was  sent  out 
with  all  rate  demands  which  amongst  other  matters  made  an  appeal  for 
continued  interest  in  the  salvage  scheme. 


Sale  of  Salvageable  Waste  Materials  - Year  ended  31/5/64 


Waste  Materials 

t. 

Weight 

c . q . 

lbs 

Receipts 

£ s d 

Waste  paper 

111 

18 

-1- 1 * 

t 

671 

8 

0 

Scrap  Iron 

6 

8 

1 

- 

10 

18 

6 

Non-ferrous  metals 

1 

1 

1 

23 

54 

11 

9 

Rags 

5 

8 

3 

- 

80 

16 

9 

Scrap  tyres 

1 

0 

0 

Car  on  Council  land 

1 

0 

0 

124 

16 

1 

23 

819 

15 

0 

The  sum  of  £28..19s.,Od  was  received  from  the  Wilts.  County 
Council  in  payment  for  the  service  of  emptying  litter  bins  weekly  at  lay- 
bys on  main  roads  at  Cricklade,  Latton,  Lyneham  and  Wootton  Bassett. 

Number  of  visits  re  salvage  ••  4? 

Refuse  and  Salvage  - Collection  and  Disposal  Costs. 

(Financial  year  ended  51st  March  1964) 

dost  of  refuse  and  salvage  collections  and  disposal  £13,262-3-  Od 

Cost  of  refuse  and  salvage  collections  and  disposal  to 

General  Rate  Fund  .,  . . £12, 438-18-1 Id 

Net  cost  of  refuse  and  salvage  collections  and  disposal  per 
habitable  house  (including  Air  Ministry  houses  and  caravans)  42/3,8 

Net  cost  of  refuse  and  salvage  collections  and  disposal  •• 

- per  head  of  population  12/6d 

- per  1,000  population  £625 

Mileage  of  refuse  vehicles  - 


No, 

1 

Vehicle 

(GHR.517) 

5,539 

No. 

2 

Vehicle 

(HMR.441) 

3,087 

No, 

3 

Vehicle 

(1880, MW) 

7,928 

No, 

4 

Vehicle 

(668. BHR) 

7,537 
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Running  cost  of  v ehicles  per  mile  - 


No  f 

1 

Vehicle 

(GHR.517) 

2/0.9 

No  » 

2 

Vehicle 

(HMR.441) 

2/6.9 

No. 

3 

Vehicle 

C 1880 .MW) 

2/0.9 

No. 

4 

Vehicle 

(668. BHR) 

2/2.8 

Miles  per  gallon  - 

No. 

1 

Vehicle 

(GHR.517) 

5.33 

No. 

2 

Vehicle 

(HMR.441) 

4.93 

No. 

3 

Vehicle 

(1880 .MW) 

9.43 

No. 

4 

Vehicle 

(668. BHR) 

9.87 

At  first  sight  the  big  increase  in  the  overall  cost  of  refuse 
collection  and  salvage  over  the  previous  year  is  disturbing  but  there  are 
four  main  factors  which  make  up  the  reasons  why  the  increased  costs 
amount  to  £3i713« »5s. .4d.  Analysis  of  the  increase  and  an  explanation 
of  the  causes  will  give  a clearer  picture  of  the  situation. 

Wages  accounted  for  the  biggest  increase  in  the  sum  of 
£1 , 157* .10s. .6d.  The  new  Paxit  lorry  commenced  service  at  the  end  of 
April  and  a spare  hand  loader  shared  with  the  Surveyor's  Department  came 
on  to  full  service.  There  were  three  periods  during  the  year  when 
casual  labour  was  necessary  due  to  sickness  and  there  were  two  general 
wage  increases.  At  the  same  time,  for  the  first  time  an  agreed  sum  for 
a proportion  of  officers'  salaries  was  added  to  the  account:. 

The  next  big  increase  was  a sum  of  £996 . • 17s • .Od  over  last 
year's  figure  for  expenditure  on  refuse  tips.  The  very  exceptional 
winter  of  1962/3  had  some  effect.  During  that  bad  weather  emergency 
tipping  was  necessary  on  land  near  the  salvage  depot  and  this  refuse  had 
to  be  levelled  and  covered.  Two  new  tips  had  to  be  commenced  during 
the  year  and  new  entrances  made  to  these  sites.  One  was  at  Scotlands 
No.  2,  Wootton  Bassett,  and  the  other  at  The  Dance,  Cricklade.  Further 
expenditure  was  necessary  at  Scotlands  No.  2 due  to  flooding  difficulties 
encountered.  These  two  major  tasks  will  not  occur  again  for  some  years 

and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  many  years  before  another  winter  of  such 
severity  will  have  to  be  faced. 

The  third  factor  is  one  that  will  recur  due  to  the  growth  of 
the  district.  An  increase  of  £673»»8s..1d  on  vehicle  costs  appears  and 
the  reason  for  this  is  mainly  due  to  the  extra  lorry  which  is  in  a Mgh 
tax  range.  This  new  lorry  costs  £842 . ,3s . .8d  to  operate  but  the  whole 
cost  is  not  shown  as  an  increase  due  to  the  fact  that  the  two  side  loaders 
had  much  reduced  mileages,  one  being  used  as  a standby  vehicle.  It 
should  be  noted  that  the  two  large  diesel  vehicles  compare  very  favourably 
with  the  old  petrol  side  loaders  in  running  costs  even  when  their  high 
taxation  and  depreciation  are  taken  into  consideration.  Doing  almost 
twice  the  mileage  their  fuel  bill  was  £34  less  than  the  petrol  side 
loaders.  The  J.C.B.  tractor  is  showing  signs  of  metal  fatigue  and 
together  with  tyre  troubles  and  modifications  there  was  expenditure  with 
this  vehicle  £420  in  excess  of  the  previous  year. 

The  final  factor  together  with  small  sundry  items  was  the 
provision  of  the  new  lorry  depot  at  Coxstalls,  occasioned  by  the  loss  of 
the  garage  at  the  water  tower  and  the  additions  to  the  fleet.  Principal 
and  interest  added,  and  will  continue  to  add,  £250  a year  to  expenses  and 
maintenance  of  the  structure  will  be  a feature  in  succeeding  years. 

When  all  these  points  have  been  made  it  is  still  interesting 
to  note  that  the  annual  cost  per  premise  for  collection  and  disposal  is 
42/3d  per  house.  What  could  a person  expect  to  pay  for  52  collections 
per  year  from  their  premises  by  outside  contract  ? To  do  this  task  per 

head  of  population  costs  only  12/6d  per  head  per  year  or  £625  per  thousand 
population,  even  in  this  exceptional  year. 

Each  year  the  additional  houses  added  to  this  district  can  be 
looked  on  as  an  extra  village  to  deal  with  as  each  annual  report  is  made 
and  it  would  appear  that  bigger  housing  increases  are  ahead. 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

There  is  only  one  licence  to  station  and  use  a moveable 
dwelling.  This  cannot  be  defined  as  a fixed  dwelling  and  is  licensed 
under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936.  This  is  a good  dwelling 

being  served  by  a piped  water  supply,  sink  drainage  and  a water  closet. 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956 

An  unsatisfactory  boiler  installation  at  a slaughterhouse  was 
replaced  by  a cross  tube  boiler  in  a new  position.  Advice  was  given  on 
the  construction  of  an  incinerator  to  deal  with  wood  shavings  and  other 
waste  at  an  institution. 

Smoke  observations  were  carried  out  on  the  three  main  steam 
raising  plants  in  the  district.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  it  was 
learnt  that  automatic  oil  fired  equipment  was  to  replace  the  coal  firing 
system  on  the  largest  installation.  This  was  good  news  for  the  plant 
has  been  a source  of  trouble  and  the  company  had  been  informed  that  the 
seven  year  period  was  at  an  end. 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT  i960 

Sites  accommodating  20  or  more  caravans  are  situate  as  follows :- 

No.  of  caravans 


Latton  Lido  ..  ..  ..  ..  2*f 
Bradens toke  (Abbey)  ..  ..  . . 30 
Bradenstoke  (Jolly  Trooper)  ••  ••  40 
Wootton  Bassett  (Orchard  Site)  ..  . . 30 
Wootton  Bassett  (rear  of  156  High  Street)  20 
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During  the  year  an  extension  from  23  to  30  caravans  was  permitted 
at  the  Abbey  Bungalow  site  at  Bradenstoke.  Sites  of  over  three  caravans 
are  controlled  by  a detailed  list  of  licence  requirements.  Toilet  blocks 
are  provided  for  both  sexes,  waste  water  drains  are  installed,  main  water 
is  provided  (in  many  cases  into  the  caravans),  electricity  is  installed 
with  trip  switches  outside  the  vans,  the  caravans  stand  on  concrete 
standings,  wash-houses  are  supplied  with  hot  and  cold  water  to  three  of 
the  sites,  hard  roads  are  laid  and  fire  extinguishers  provided.  Of  these 
larger  sites,  the  Lido  site  is  an  exception.  It  existed  before  the  new 
Act,  is  difficult  to  drain  to  a central  drainage  system,  but  mains  water 
is  carried  into  the  caravans,  which  have  separate  soakaways  into  the 
natural  gravel  and  electricity  is  provided. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  6 2 other  sites  in  the 
district,  but  the  number  of  caravans  on  each  site  is  usually  one,  only  a 
few  sites  having  more  than  one  and  not  more  than  three.  Some  of  these 
sites  are  licensed  for  short  periods  in  the  light  of  temporary  approval. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a survey  revealed  that  on  14  of  the  licensed  sites 
the  caravans  had  been  removed  and  therefore  only  ^8  sites  were  in  fact  in 
use.  There  remain  some  sites  under  enforcement  notices  and  some 
unauthorised  caravans  which  are  under  surveillance  with  a view  to  action 
and  removal.  During  the  year  fire  precaution  leaflets  were  delivered 
to  each  caravan  dweller  and  fire  fighting  equipment  checked. 

Gypsies . 

Groups  of  gypsies  with  horse  drawn  vans  and  travelling  in 
family  groups  present  an  ever  present  problem.  The  district  falls  across 
the  routes  to  strawberry  fields,  Epsom  Downs,  hop  fields  and  sugar  beet 
farms  and  at  certain  times  of  the  year  they  settle  on  grass  verges,  on 
common  land  and  in  bridle  tracks  and  apart  from  moving  them  on  and  seeing 
that  they  clear  their  camping  sites  there  is  little  practical  that  my 
staff  can  do  to  stem  the  problem.  By  and  large  the  problem  was  a little 
less  in  the  year  under  review. 

In  addition,  the  district  is  visited  by  groups  of  itinerant 
caravan  dwellers  with  expensive  caravans,  which  in  fact  are  beautifully 
maintained  travelling  homes.  Their  business  is  usually  contract  painting 
of  barns  and  buildings  and  the  laying  of  tarmac  drives.  They  persuade 
farmers  and  small  site  owners  to  take  them  in  for  a few  weeks  and  control 
is  difficult.  Landowners  of  agricultural  land  of  over  5 acres  who  know 
tliov  can  accommodate  them  legally  for  28  days  object  strongly  if  an 
inspecting  officer  arrives  early  in  this  period  but  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
the  only  method  to  control  the  problem  under  the  terms  of  the  Act. 

No.  of  visits  re  caravans  apart  from  general  survey  ••  52 
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Milk  and  Dairies 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955. 


Pasteurised  Milk 

The  majority  of  retailers  in  the  area  are  supplied  from  a 
pasteurising  plant  within  the  district.  Licensing  and  inspection  of 
the  plant  is  controlled  by  Wiltshire  County  Council. 

A dairy  at  Cirencester  supplies  two  dealers. 

Milk  retailers  from  outside  this  district  obtain  supplies  from 
establishments  at  Burford,  Chippenham  and  Swindon. 

All  milk  is  bottled  at  the  place  of  pasteurisation  and 
delivered  to  the  retailers  in  that  condition. 

Sterilised  Milk 

Small  quantities  of  this  milk  are  sold  by  a few  retailers. 
Supplies  in  this  area  are  bottled  and  sterilised  at  plants  in  London 
and  Bristol* 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

At  six  farms  in  the  Ashton  Keynes/Cricklade  area  raw  milk  is 
produced,  bottled  or  cartoned  and  retailed.  Licensing  and  inspections 
are  undertaken  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

General 

Deliveries  of  heat  treated  milk  are  usually  made  to  retailers 
on  the  afternoon  on  the  day  before  sale  and  it  is  held  overnight  in  a 
refrigerated  cold  store. 

During  the  year  one  dairyman  changed  his  source  of  supply 
from  a firm  at  Burford  to  a Cirencester  dairy. 

A firm  from  another  district  stopped  purchasing  sterilised 
milk  from  a competitor  and  obtained  supplies  from  an  associated  company 
at  Bristol. 

There  is  a vending  machine  with  Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised 
milk  at  Lyneham  and  one  with  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  at  Cricklade. 

A milk  vending  machine  was  removed  from  Wootton  Bassett  and 
one  retailer  with  a very  small  round  in  the  Pur ton  area  ceased  trading 
owing  to  ill  health. 

A producer  of  raw  milk  commenced  retailing  during  the  period 
under  review. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Pogulations  1959* 

Bis tributors  on  the  Register  ..  .17 

Dairies  on  the  Register  ..  ..  .10 

Inspections  made  under  the  Regulations  57 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  i960. 

Dealers  Licences  issued  authorising  use 
of  the  designation  "Tuberculin  Tested"  2 

Dealers  (Pre-packed  Milk)  Licences 
issued  authorising  use  of  the 
designations  "Tuberculin  Tested", 

"Pasteurised"  and  "Sterilised"  ..  .18 

Milk  Sampling 

This  was  continued  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  of  the 
Delegation  Agreement  with  the  Wiltshire  County  Council. 
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Milk  Samples  taken  during  19^3 


Statutory  Tests 

Phosphatase  and  Methylene  Blue > 

Pasteurised 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  (Homogenised) 

Pasteurised  (Channel  Island) 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  (Channel  Island) 
Mathylene  Blue  only 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Turbidity 
Sterilised 


Passed  Failed 


14 

4l 

15 
26 
18 


2 

3 

3 

1 

3 


57  17 

36  1 


207  3£ 

The  Phosphatase  Test  checks  the  efficiency  of  pasteurisation. 

The  Turbidity  Test  checks  the  efficiency  of  sterilisation. 

The  Methylene  Blue  Test  checks  the  keeping  quality. 

Biological  Examinations 

31  of  the  Tuberculin  Tested  samples  were  examined  for  the 
presence  of  Tubercle  bacilli  and  Brucella  abortus  and  72  were  submitted 
to  the  Brucella  Ring  Test.  All  were  found  to  be  negative. 

Washed  Milk  Bottles  Examined 

Satisf ac  tory  Unaatisf ac tory 
Sterility  Test  15  5 

Notes  on  Test  Failures 

The  number  of  samples  which  failed  the  statutory  tests  was 
reviewed  with  concern  and  therefore  cer tain  d e tails  are  given. 


In  January  four  samples  of  milk  taken  from  the  three  milk 
vending  machines  then  operating  in  the  district  were  reported  as  having 
failed  the  Methylene  Blue  test.  Enquiries  revealed  that  in  two  instances 
the  milk  had  been  cartoned  between  a week  and  a fortnight  previously  and 
the  third  machine  held  milk  up  to  a week  old.  The  recommended  "life” 
for  milk  is  two  days,  over  that  time  its  keeping  quality  deteriorates 

whether  or  not  it  has  been  continuously  cooled.  These  results  help 

to  prove  the  point  as  these  machines  are  refrigerated  and  it  was  a very 
severe  winter.  The  two  retailers  had  experienced  considerable  difficulty 
in  maintaining  the  regular  visits  to  the  machines  due  to  the  bad  weather. 

In  warm  weather  of  course,  the  usual  turnover  of  milk  in  a machine  is 

sufficient  to  prevent  milk  remaining  in  it  for  long. 


Heat  treated  milks  originating  from  Oxfordshire  were  reported 
as  having  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  in  March,  April,  July  and 
November.  On  each  occasion  the  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  supplier 
who  was  concerned  that  unsatisfactory  results  were  being  obtained  in  this 
district  (more  so  than  anywhere  else  according  to  him).  The  milk  was 
retailed  via  a subsidiary  firm  at  Cirencester  and  a dealer  at  Latton  who 
obtained  his  supplies  from  the  Cirencester  dairy.  It  is  significant 
that  the  dealer  changed  his  source  of  supply  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  supplier  has  been  most  co-operative  in  detailing  his  methods  of 
transport  and  storage  which  appeared  to  be  satisfactory.  As  his  milk 
is  supplied  to  a very  large  area  it  was  suggested  that  a coding  system  for 
the  bottle  caps  w ould  be  of  advantage  in  assisting  with  the  rotation  of 
supplies  to  ensure  the  delivery  of  fresh  milk  from  his  various  depots  and 
dealers  and  also  enable  checks  to  be  made  on  milk  reported  as  unsatisfactory. 
The  details  of  unsatisfactory  results  were  forwarded  to  the  County  Public 
Ifc&lth  Inspector  for  Oxfordshire  who  reported  favourably  on  the  plant  and 
methods  at  the  dairy  and  quoted  a good  sampling  record. 
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Two  Methylene  Blue  failures  were  reported  on  pasteurised  milk 
from  a retailer  obtaining  supplies  from  Cirencester  but  he  admitted  being 
at  fault  on  holding  certain  milk  for  more  than  a day.  His  excuse  being 
that  as  it  was  winter  the  milk  should  keep  - he  was  corrected  on  this  point. 

In  April  samples  of  poor  keeping  quality  were  taken  on  two 
occasions  from  a shop  and  it  would  seem  that  the  milk  had  been  on  the 
premises  for  more  than  two  days.  This  was  due  to  a breakdown  of  the 
normal  system  whereby  unsold  milk  was  returned  to  the  dairy  on  the 
following  day. 

In  October  a further  sample  from  this  shop  was  found  to  be 
improperly  pasteurised.  The  dairy  at  Swindon  was  contacted  and  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  informed  but  an  examination  of  records  and  the 
plant  revealed  no  clues  as  to  the  probable  cause.  The  manufacturers  of 
the  pasteurisation  equipment  were  called  in  to  dismantle  and  examine  the 
unit  in  detail. 

One  Sterilised  milk  sample  was  reported  as  unsatisfactory 
during  the  year.  It  was  processed  in  London  and  the  dairy  concerned 
was  unable  to  give  any  reason  for  the  result  stating  that  they  had  not 
experienced  failure  of  this  test.  It  would  appear  that  Turbidity  Test 
failures  are  virtually  unknown,  if  any  milk  was  insufficiently  heated 
presumably  a large  batch  would  be  affected  and  therefore  it  would  be 
obvious.  If  an  unsatisfactory  result  is  obtained  we  have  found  that 
it  is  impossible  to  trace  the  milk  back  to  its  place  and/or  time  of 
sterilisation.  The  legal  requirements  for  this  type  of  milk  would 
appear  to  be  rather  too  brief. 

Methylene  Blue  failures  on  raw  milk  were  reported  concerning 
five  producer/retailers.  These  were  isolated  instances  at  two  farms 
but  at  three  premises  series  of  unsatisfactory  results  were  reported  to 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  who  had  the  milking 
procedure  and  dairy  routines  checked  by  their  Milk  Officers. 

Unsatisfactory  reports  on  washed  milk  bottles  were  received 
in  respect  of  three  farms  bottling  milk.  Two  were  at  fault  on  single 
occasions  only  but  the  third  had  to  be  advised  on  washing  techniques  more 
than  once.  All  bottles  are  washed  by  hand  with  simple  cleansing  and 
rinsing  equipment. 

Ice  Cream 

There  was  only  limited  manufacture  of  ice  cream  at  the  one 
premises  registered  for  that  purpose  within  this  district.  Small 
batches  were  made  at  intervals  during  the  summer  season  only.  It  was 
stated  that  there  was  a possibility  that  the  making  of  ice  cream  would 
be  discontinued.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  retail  vans  operating 
and  the  advent  of  "soft"  ice  cream  make  it  even  less  worth  while  for  the 
small  producer  to  remain  in  business. 

During  the  year  three  major  ice  cream  firms  merged  so  that 
now  almost  all  the  ice  cream  sold  in  shops  originates  from  one  of  two 
combines • 

The  increase  in  the  sale  of  "soft"  ice  cream  from  retail  vans 
equipped  with  mixing  machines  was  viewed  with  a certain  amount  of  concern 
as  the  change  from  the  sale  of  wrapped  brickettes  to  loose  ico  cream 
greatly  increases  the  risk  of  contamination.  Supervision  cf  the  hygienic 
manufacture  of  ice  cream  at  large  factories  is  straightforward  but  hundreds 
of  mobile  manufactories  travelling  the  roads  presents  a problem  ! 

Every  effort  was  made  to  inspect  retail  vans  and  sample  ice 
cream  whenever  possible.  The  vans  normally  encountered  belonged  to  two 
major  firms  producing  ''soft”  ice  cream,  a local  firm  selling  ice  cream 
made  in  Bristol  and  a Swindon  retailer  dispensing  "soft”  ice  cream. 

The  vehicles  owned  by  the  large  firms  are  well  designed  and 
equipped  with  interiors  capable  of  being  easily  cleansed. 

The  results  of  the  early  samples  taken  from  retail  vans 
appeared  to  confirm  our  suspicions  as  they  were  reported  as  Grade  3 and  4 
in  the  Ministry  of  Health's  Provisional  grading  system  based  on  the 
Methylene  Blue  reduction  test.  In  fact,  two  thirds  of  the  unsatisfactory 
samples  were  from  retail  vans. 
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The  trouble  with  one  firm  appeared  to  be  due  to  the 
unsatisfactory  condition  of  a refrigerated  van  used  for  transporting  ice 
cream  from  the  factory  to  a depot.  After  replacement  of  the  vehicle 
further  samples  were  satisfactory. 

In  connection  with  unsatisfactory  "soft"  ice  cream  samples 
certain  recommendations  were  made  to  the  two  firms  concerned  regarding 
the  handling  and  storage  of  the  ice  cream  mix  on  the  vehicles  which  they 
dealt  with  and  check  samples  proved  to  be  satisfactory* 

Unsatisfactory  results  with  ’’soft”  ice  cream  from  the  vehicle 
from  Swindon  and  comments  on  the  vehicle  were  communicated  to  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  at  Swindon. 


— — ' - 

Manufac  turer 

Provisional  Grading 

and  Percentages 

1 

2 

3 

4 

A 

1 

M 

Percentage 

- 

(100%) 

- 

- 

B 

4 

— 

1 

Percentage 

(8o%) 

- 

- 

(20%) 

C 

— 

1 

- 

- 

Percentage 

- 

(100%) 

- 

- 

D 

5 

3 

1 

- 

Percentage 

(55. 6%) 

(33.3%) 

(11.1%) 

- 

E 

5 

3 

1 

- 

Percentage 

(55.6%) 

(33.3%) 

(11.1%) 

- 

F 

1 

4 

— 

- 

Percentage 

(20%) 

(8o%) 

- 

- 

G 

2 

— 

1 

- 

Percentage 

(66%%) 

- 

(33%%) 

- 

H 

4- 

3 

- 

- 

Percentage 

(57.1%) 

(42.9%) 

- 

- 

I 

— 

3 

4 

- 

Percentage 

- 

(42.9%) 

.(57.1%) 

- 

J 

1 

3 

- 

Percentage 

(25%) 

- 

(75%) 

- 

K 

1 

_ 

- 

Percentage 

- 

(100%) 

- 

- 

L 

2 

— 

2 

Percentage 

(50%) 

- 

- 

(50%) 

M 

- 

1i 

- 

Percentage 

- 

- 

(100%) 

j 

TOTALS : 

24 

19 

11 

3 

Percentages : 

42.1% 

33.5% 

L . _ 

19.3% 

5.3% 

Me  a t 

The  new  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  which  came  into  force 
c- -r  1 greatly  to  the  time  spent  on  meat  inspection,  for  apart  from  the 
marking  of  each  carcase,  the  compulsory  clauses  of  the  Schedules  to  the 
-Regulations  made  it  necessary  for  an  inspector  to  be  in  attendance  for 
the  whole  of  the  killing  sessions  where  possible.  Clarification  of  the 
term  'dressed  immediately'  was  sought  from  the  Ministry  and  in  addition 
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the  question  of  incision  of  the  gastrosplenic  and  mesenteric  glands  in 
calves  was  raised,  it  being  considered  unnecessary  having  regard  to  the 
success  of  the  T.T.  scheme  and  the  fact  that  all  calf  intestines  go  for 
animal  feeding.  This  part  of  the  work  apart  from  marking  is  the  main 
cause  for  the  extra  hours  spent  on  this  work  and  the  result  is  that  with 
time  in  lieu  given  to  inspectors  for  overtime  there  is  disruption  on  the 
other  district  work.  If  the  Regulations  are  not  amended  on  these  two 
points  it  appears  that  there  should  be  some  further  control  of  hours  of 
slaughter  to  streamline  inspection  and  to  reduce  strain  on  the 
inspectors  through  evening  and  weekend  working.  With  all  the  new 
difficulties  the  proud  record  of  100%  meat  inspection  has  been 
maintained,  but  this  would  not  have  been  possible  if  the  Council  had  not 
prepared  for  the  implementation  of  the  new  Regulations  by  appointing  an 
extra  additional  public  health  inspector  in  July  when  the  national 
shortage  was  not  so  apparent.  His  addition  to  the  staff  has  made  a 
reasonable  meat  inspection  rota  possible  and  at  the  same  time  allowed 
the  new  responsibilities  under  the  Regulations  to  be  covered. 

Meat  narking  is  carried  out  by  self  inking  rubber  stamping 
instruments  each  carrying  the  name  of  the  district  and  the  code  number 
of  the  individual  meat  inspector.  The  maximum  charge  is  not  made,  it 
having  been  decided  to  charge  667^%  of  the  maximum  charge  allowed  under 
the  Regulations. 

There  are  five  slaughterhouses  licensed  in  the  district,  two 
wholesale  slaughterhouses  for  the  Smithfield  trade  and  several  local 
businesses  and  three  serving  the  owners  own  shops. 

There  was  a decrease  in  the  number  of  calves  and  sheep  and  in 
the  total  number  of  animals  killed  during  the  year,  but  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  cattle  and  pigs  which  were  slaughtered.  This  follows  the  same 
pattern  as  the  previous  year  and  points  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
calves  being  weaned  for  beef  and  the  export  of  sheep  to  the  Mediterranean 
area. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  two  year  record  of  no  tuberculosis 

in  calves  was  broken  during  the  year  by  the  discovery  of  a calf  weighing 

lOOlbs.  carcase  weight  with  generalised  tuberculosis.  The  fact  was 
reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  veterinary 
officer  for  the  appropriate  county,  but  the  calf  which  was  a weaned  off 
animal  had  passed  through  at  least  three  farms  and  the  dam  was  not 
traced.  It  must  be  assumed  that  the  dam  had  also  gone  for  slaughter. 

Five  cases  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  were  discovered  in  cattle 
during  the  year  and  in  each  case  were  sent  for  refrigeration  treatment. 

The  percentage  of  slaughtered  animals  affected  by  disease  was 
up  again,  the  increase  being  centred  on  cattle  and  pigs  for  the  most 

part.  A fair  proportion  of  casualty  cattle  were  killed  and  virus 

pnoumonia  again  loomed  large  in  the  batches  of  pigs  from  time  to  time. 

Early  in  the  year  I . sported  to  the  R.S.P.G.A.  A condition 
of  two  pigs  sent  as  casualties  from  a farm  seventeen  miles  away  in  an 
adjoining  district  to  one  of  the  slaughterhouses.  In  my  opinion  the 
pigs,  carrying  multiple  abscesses  about  their  carcases,  had  been  subject 
to  unnecessary  suffering.  My  opinion  was  confirmed  the  following  day  by 
a veterinary  surgeon  called  in  by  the  Society.  At  the  Chippenham  court 
on  May  2nd  a conviction  was  secured  against  the  farmer  and  a fine  of  £30 
and  costs  was  made  at  that  Court.  There  was  no  appeal  against  the 
conviction  but  an  appeal  against  the  amount  of  the  fine  to  the  Wiltshire 
Quarter  Sessions  on  May  21st  was  successful  and  the  fine  was  reduced  to 
£5.  This  is  the  first  occasion  in  my  28  years  as  a practising  meat 
inspector  that  I have  felt  bound  to  report  to  the  Society  on  the  condition 
of  a casualty  moved  from  a farm  but  it  should  act  as  a warning  to 
farmers  that  animals  in  this  sort  of  condition  should  be  sent  to  the 
nearest  knacker  yard  or  be  dealt  with  by  humane  slaughter  on  the  farm. 

No.  of  visits  and  inspections  •••  1,171 
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Animals  killed  and  Carcases  examined 


Cattle 
other  than 
Cows 

Cows 

Calvos 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Total 

No.  of  animals  killed 

337 

45 

20,071 

3,043 

3,464: 

27,180 

No.  of  carcases  examined 

557  , 

45 

20,071 

3,043 

3,464 

27,180 

Condemned  Meat 


* 

Cattle 

0 ther 
than 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Total 

kll  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 

- 

2 

61 

6 

6 

75 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

86 

21 

287 

538 

106 

1,038 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

15.44 

50.1 

1.73 

17.88 

3.23 

4.09 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1, 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

15 

- 

15 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

- 

- 

0.005 

0.49 

- 

0.06 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Condemned  for  all  diseases 

Whole  carcases 

- 

2 

62 

6 

6 

76 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

91 

21 

287 

553 

106 

1,058 

Total  number  of  animals  affected 
with  disease 

91 

23 

349 

559 

112 

1,134 

Percentage  of  the  number  ins pe c ted 
wU  r.h  were  affected  with  disease 

16.33 

50.1 

1.73 

18.37 

3.23 

4.1? 
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Weights  of  Condemned  Meat 


Condemned  in 

Condemned  in 

slaughterhouses 

; shops 

T c q lbs 

T.  c q lbs 

Beef 

10  1 7 

mm  mm  mm 

Veal 

1 6 3 23 

- 

Pork  and  Baoon 

7 3 22 

- 

Mutton  and  Lamb 

1 3 6 

- - - 

Offal 

1 10  2 0 

— — - — 

3 17  2 2 

NIL 

Beef 

Veal 

Pork  and  Bacon 

Mutton  and  Lamb 

Offal 

Condemned  for 
Tuberculosis 

Condemned  for  diseases 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

T:  c q lbs 

T c q lbs 

10  10 

1 1 3 

10  1 7 

1 3 3 13 

6 2 19 

1 3 6 

1 10  2 0 

2 1 13 

3 15;  0 17 

Percentage  of  the 
total  of  condemned 
meat 

3.07 

96.93 

Tuberculosis  in  Calves 

The  table  set  out  below  illustrates  the  great  success  gained  in 
dealing  with  this  disease,  but  as  mentioned  above  the  nil  return  of  1961 
and  1962  was  broken  by  one  animal. 


Year 

Number  of 
calves  killed 

Number  of 
tubercular  calves 

Percentage  of  calves 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

1941 

13,588 

116 

0.85 

1946 

20,231 

95 

0.47 

1951 

21,929 

64 

0.29 

1956 

32,286 

44 

0.14 

1961 

25,876 

Nil 

Nil 

1962 

23,133 

Nil 

Nil 

1963 

20,071 

1 

0.005 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1958 


Unconditional  licenses  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals  in  a 
slaughterhouse  were  issued  to  thirteen  applicants.  Conditional  licenoes 
allowing  four  applicants  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals  only  under  the 
supervision  of  an  unconditional  licenced  slaughterman  were  issued. 

Other  Foods 

The  following  amounts  of  unsound  food  were  voluntarily 
surrendered  by  shopkeepers  and  were  destroyed. 

- 4lhs.  tins  of  Chopped  Pork 
6 cwts.  of  Potatoes. 

Food  Premises 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
1955  showed  an  increase  over  1962. 

Manufacture  and/or  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  62 

Manuuf ac ture  and  sale  of  sausages,  pickled,  pressed 

or  preserved  meat  7 

Purpose  of  fish  frying  2 

71 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1960 

Inspections  of  premises  and  vehicles  were  maintained  during  the 
year  and  generally  it  was  found  that  the  Regulations  were  not  being  contra- 
vened. 


The  standard  throughout  the  district  is  good  and  improvements 
and  new  equipment  are continuallybeing  added  to  all  types  of  food  businesses. 

The  co-operation  shown  by  traders  is  gratifying  and  usually  the 
inspectors  tactful  comment,  advice  or  suggestion  is  welcomed.  They 
appreciate  compliments  when  the  officer  can  see  that  everything  possible 
is  being  done  to  promote  high  standards  of  hygiene. 

The  majority  of  matters  mentioned  on  these  visits  were  in 
connection  with  the  protection  and  handling  of  open  foods  which  fortunately 
these  days  are  few  in  number. 

The  matter  of  redecoration  of  walls  and  ceilings  was  raised  in 
a number  of  instances  and  very  often  it  would  be  found  that  the  order  for 

the  work  or  materials  had  already  been  given. 

Once  again  the  few  traders  who  do  not  appear  to  appreciate  their 

faults  were  given  attention. 

Notes  on  various  types  of  premises  follow:- 

Bakehouses 

As  these  are  mainly  old  buildings  attention  to  decorations  and 
cleansing  is  required  quite  frequently.  The  occupier  of  one  bakehouse  had 
to  be  reminded  of  his  obligations  and  was  encouraged  to  adopt  a regular 
systematic  cleansing  routine. 

Batchers 

Certain  shops  are  due  for  modernisation.  Conditions  at  two 
premises  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  mainly  general  untidyness  due  to 
>0  poor  management.  Redecoration  was  carried  out  in  one  case  with  an 
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improvement  in  conditions  but  regular  visits  were  instituted  at  the  other 
shop  where  the  proprietor  did  not  seem  to  readily  appreciate  his 
responsibilities . 

Cafes 

One  cafe  had  been  allowed  to  get  into  a poor  state  of  cleanli- 
ness and  decoration.  This  coincided  with  the  business  changing  hands  and 
by  allowing  the  new  owner  time  certain  improvements  and  essential 
rodecor ations  have  been  carried  out  and  further  improvements  are 
contemplated . 

Conf ec  tioners 

A business  was  established  at  Pur  ton  in  new  premises. 


Fish  Frying 

A new  fish  restaurant  opened  at  Lyneham.  The  owner  had 
consulted  the  Health  Department  beforehand  and  the  finished  building 
incorporates  all  the  latest  equipment  and  fittings. 

Greengrocers 

Two  shops  opened  in  Pur  ton,  one  was  new  and  the  other  in 
existing  accommodation. 

Grocers 

One  shop  was  completely  refitted  and  equipped  for  self  service 
trading.  Extensions  were  carried  out  at  two  premises. 

Five  businesses  closed,  in  Broad  Town,  Cricklade,  Lyneham, 

Pur  ton  and  Wootton  Bassett. 

Licensed  Premises 

One  country  inn  was  rebuilt  and  modernised  following  damage  by 
fire.  Once  again  redecoration  and  repairs  have  been  suggested  to  the 
different  brewery  companies  in  respect  of  quite  a few  public  houses.  In 
many  cases  it  appeared  that  the  owner  should  have  already  realised  that 
the  items  were  in  their  own  interests  and  likely  to  have  an  effect  on 
potential  trade.  The  comforts  of  modern  living  were  brought  to  one  small 
country  beer  house  when  the  request  for  a roof  to  the  urinal  w as 
satisf ied ! 

School  Kitchens 

A new  school  at  Purton  opened  with  a kitchen  incorporating  the 
latest  trends  in  equipment  and  fittings.  A new  kitchen  of  similar 
standards  with  dining  rooms  was  brought  into  use  at  the  Ashton  Keynes 
Approved  School. 

Mobile  Shops 

These  were  inspected  whenever  possible  and  generally  were 
satisfactory,  selling  usually  prepacked  foodstuffs.  The  converted  bus  or 
adapted  vehicle  is  used  by  very  few  traders  these  days. 

Frequently  vehicles  were  without  a supply  of  hot  water  for  hand 
washing  although  they  had  the  necessary  equipment. 

Food  Vans 


Inspections  of  various  delivery  vehicles  were  carried  out  when 
these  were  encountered.  Bakers  vans  belonging  to  a large  multiple  firm 
were  found  to  be  below  standard  regarding  cleanliness. 
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The  following  list  indicates  the  various  types  of  food 
premises  within  the  district:- 


Bakehouses  6 
Butchers  11 
Cafes  6 
Canteens  3 
Confectioners  13 
Egg  Grading  and  Packing  Depots  1 
Food  Products  factories  2 
Fishmongers/Grocers  1 
Fishmongers  and  Fish  Fryers  3 
Greengrocers  6 
Grocers  30 
Halls,  Social  Centres,  etc.  13 
Ice  Cream  Depots  1 
Institutions,  Homes,  etc.  3 
Licensed  Premises  (including  Clubs)  49 
Manufacturers  of  Chocolate  (domestic)  1 
Pie  Manufacturers  1 
Poultry  Slaughter  and  Packing  Stations  2 
School  Kitchens  7 
Schools  where  meals  are  served  11 
Youth  Hostels  1 

TOTAL  191 


No.  of  visits  under  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  ••  215 


Food  Poisoning 

Notifications  of  suspected  food  poisoning  were  made  in  respect 
of  seven  cases.  No  portions  of  suspect  food  were  available  for  examination 
in  any  instance.  Faecal  specimens  from  each  person  were  submitted  to  the 
laboratory,  negative  results  were  received  for  six  of  these  but  salmonella 
typhi-murium  organisms  were  isolated  from  one  person. 

Duck  eggs  had  been  eaten  regularly  by  this  person  and  therefore 
samples  of  eggs  were  taken  from  the  local  depot  together  with  rectal  swabs 
from  ducks  belonging  to  a supplier  within  the  district.  All  results  were 
negative . 

Specimens  from  two  cases  notified  as  suspected  dysentery  were 
found  to  have  salmonella  typhi-murium  organisms  present.  One  person  lived 
at  a cafe  and  therefore  strict  surveillance  was  kept  on  the  premises  and 
persons  therein  until  the  case  was  cleared.  A dairy  farm  was  implicated  in 
the  other  positive  case  and  the  depot  that  received  the  milk  from  the  farm 
was  kept  informed  until  negative  specimens  were  obtained  from  the  household. 

THE  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER  1957 

No.  of  premises  licensed  by  the  Authority  ..  5 

(a)  Large  - (100  pigs  or  500  poultry  or  over)  1 

(b)  Medium  - (20-100  pigs  or  100-500  poultry)  Nil 

(c)  Small  - (4-20  pigs  or  50-100  poultry)  4 

Types  of  boiling  plants  used 

(1)  Electric  or  gas  1 

(2)  Coal  or  wood  4 

Surveillance  of  these  premises  continues  but  it  will  be  noted 
+'‘'t  two  further  plants  have  discontinued  operations.  Cooked  material  is 
r.  ■ ' available  for  small  pig  and  poultry  keepers  to  purchase  and  is  finding 
; >ur  amongst  them.  However,  none  of  the  plants  in  this  district  boil  for 
r;-  •:e,  all  the  cooked  material  being  used  for  the  animals  on  the  premises. 

No.  of  visits  re  Waste  Foods  Order  ..  10 
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SHOPS  ACT  1950 


No  action  was  necessary  under  this  Act. 


FACTORIES  ACT  196I 


The  following  are  the  various  types  of  premises  registered  under 

the  Act:- 


Bake houses  ..  .. 

Brickworks  •• 

Builders  and  Carpenters 
Cabinet  Works  ». 

Condensed  and  Evaporated  Milk 
Coffin  Board  Makers 
Dental  Products  Manufactory 
Dried  Milk  Manufactory 
Egg  Grading  and  Packing  Depot 
Engineering  Shops  •• 

Furniture  Makers  and  Repairers 
Gas  Works  . . . . 

Glove  Works  • . 

Grass  Drying  Plant 

Gravel  Pits  . • . . 

Joinery  Works  .. 

Laundries  . • • • 

Local  Authority  Workshops 
Motor  Repair  Shops  .. 

Potteries  ..  .. 

Pie  Factory  *•  .. 

Rope  Works  • . . . 

Sawmills  • . . • 

Sausage  Makers  . . 

Slaughterhouses  •• 

Turkey  Killing  and  Packing  Station 
Broiler  Station 
Waterworks  ..  •• 


Manuf ac  tory 


4 

1 

5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 
17 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

61 


Part  I of  the  Act 


INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

CD 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

; In- 

spections 

i (3) 

’Written 
no  tices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3i  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers' premises) 

6 

6 

1 

- 

35 

26 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

61 

32 

2 

- 

38 


Par  ticulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in  whic 

Referred 

prosecutions 

CD 

found 

(2) 

remedied 

C3) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

’ fey  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.) 

1 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

Unreasonable.  Temperature 
(S.3.) 

Inadequate  Ventilation  CS.4.) 

Ineffective  Drainage  of 

Floors  (S.6.) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7») 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 
Cc)  not  separate  for  sexes 

3 

2 

2 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

1 

1 

Total 

5 

2 

1 

2 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act  - Outwork 


Nature  of 
work 

CD 

Section  110 

Section  111 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 

iio(i)Cc) 

C2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending: 
lists  to 
the  Council 

C3) 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

C4) 

No.  of 
ins  tances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 

premises 

CD 

Notices 

served 

C6) 

i 

Prose- 

cutions 

(?) 

Wearing^  Making 
apparel)  etc., 

) Cleaning 
) and 

) Washing; 

20 

Household  linen 

Lace,  lace  curtairs 
and  nets 

Curtains  and 
furniture  hangings 

Furniture  and 
upholstery 

Electro-plate 

File  making 

Brass  and  Brass- 
ar  tides 

• 

Fur  pulling 

1 

•5 

i 

| 

39 


■ 


Part  VTII  of  the  Act  - Outwork  Ccontd) 


Nature  of 
work 

CD 

Se 

ction  110 

Section  111 

No  • of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 

iio(DCc) 

(2) 

No . of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions f6r 
failure 
to  supply 
lis  ts 

CD 

No.  of 
instance's 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 

premises 
(5)  ( 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

Iron  and  steel 
cables  and  chains 

Iron  and  steel 
anchors  and 
grapnels 

Cart  gear 

Locks,  latches 
and  keys 

[Jmbrellas,  etc. 

Artificial  flowers 

Nets,  other  than 
wire  nets 

Tents 

Sacks 

Racquet  and 
tennis  balls 

Paper  bags 

The  making  of  boxes 
or  other  receptacle 
or  parts  thereof 
made  wholly  or 
partially  of  paper 

s 

Brush  making 

Pea  picking 

Feather  sorting 

Carding,  etc. , of 
buttons,  etc. 

Stuffed  toys 

Baske  t making 

Chocolates  and 
swee  tmeats 

Cosaques,  Christmas 
stockings,  etc. 

Textile  weaving 

Lampshades 

TOTAL 

20  , 

Outworkers 


Twenty  outworkers  are  employed  by  an  industrial  glove  making 
company  at  Cricklade.  Eight  outworkers  for  this  firm  live  in  the 
rural  district,  eleven  in  Swindon  and  one  at  Kempsford. 

There  are  four  outworkers  living  in  the  district  who  are 
employed  by  two  Swindon  firms  and  a London  firm  in  the  making  of  wearing 
apparel  and  loose  covers  for  furniture. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Since  April  19 62  all  water  undertakings,  mains  and  storage 
facilities  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Swindon  Corporation  and 
controlled  by  their  Waterworks  Department,  The  details  for  the  year 
therefore,  will  be  found  in  the  excellent  report  supplied  by  Mr.E.W. 
Hampshire  the  Swindon  Water  Engineer  and  reproduced  below  together  with 
details  of  the  samples  taken  by  his  department. 

The  effect  of  the  now  famous  winter  conditions  of  the  early 
part  of  the  year*  are  covered  in  his  report.  None  of  the  water  from 
the  three  sources  has  plumbo-solvent  action. 

All  water  is  chlorinated  before  passing  into  the  mains. 

Sources 

Water  for  public  supply  is  obtained  from  four  sources, 

Ashton  Keynes  boreholes,  an  adit  into  the  chalk  at  Clyffe  Pypard,  a well 
at  Broad  Town  and  a certain  amount  from  the  main  which  carries  water 
from  Latton  borehole  to  Swindon. 

Storage 

Water  storage  facilities  in  the  district  are  as  follows 

Gallons 

1,000,000 

. 60,000 

. 50,000 

. 35,000 

. 20,000 

. 20,000 

. 17,000 

. 12,000 

• 10,000 

1 ,22*f,000 

Distribution 


Hook  Reservoirs  ..  ..  .. 

Cricklade  Reservoir  • . . . 

Wootton  Bassett  elevated  tank  .. 
Clyffe  Pypard  underground  tanks  • 
Ashton  Keynes  elevated  tank  •• 
Purton  (Pavenhill)  elevated  tank  • 
Purton  (The  Heading)  underground  tank 
Bradenstoke  elevated  tank  .. 

Broad  Town  underground  tank  •* 


Hook  reservoirs  are  supplied  by  a 10M  and  a 12”  main  pumped 
thereto  from  Ashton  Keynes.  The  Ashton  Keynes  elevated  tank  and 
Cricklade  reservoir  are  also  supplied  by  smaller  mains  connected  to  the 
10M  main.  Water  reaches  Hook  reservoirs  per  the  12M  main  via  Purton 
and  a connection  to  the  6"  main  Hook  to  Purton.  The  tanks  at  Purton 
are  fed  by  this  12M  main.  An  8U  main  reducing  to  6”  supplies  water 
from  Hook  to  Wootton  Bassett  tank  and  a 9M  main  supplies  water  from  Hook 
as  far  as  Wootton  Bassett,  thence  by  means  of  a 6”  main  to  Tockenham, 
Lyneham  and  the  R.A.F.  station.  In  February  1963  work  commenced  on 
a new  10M  main  from  Flaxlands  reservoir  at  Hook  to  the  R.A.F.  Lyneham 
and  was  substantially  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  From  a tank 
at  Lyneham  aerodrome,  water  is  pumped  to  the  Bradenstoke  tank.  The 
greatest  part  of  Broad  Town  parish  and  houses  along  the  road  to  Wootton 
Bassett  as  far  as  the  United  Dairies  factory  are  supplied  by  means  of  a 
3m  main  from  a well  at  Broad  Town.  Clyffe  Pypard  parish  is  supplied 
from  Clyffe  Pypard  tanks. 

Water  Sampling. 

Number  of  water  samples  taken 

Public  supplies  6 

Private  supplies  __9 

21 


Results  of  Water  Analyses 


Taken  from  public  supplies  at 
Ashton  Keynes 
Clyffe  Pypard 
Thornhill,  Broad  Town 


Taken  from  private  supplies  in 
the  parishes  of 
Ashton  Keynes 
Broad  Town 
Clyffe  Pypard 
Lydiard  Millicent 
Lydiard  Tregoze 
Wootton  Bassett 


Bacteriological 

Unsatis- 

Sus- 

Satis- 

Excel- 

f ac  tory 

picious 

fac  tory 

lent 

- 

- 

- 

b 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

6 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

6 

2 

- 

1 

The  small  percentage  of  houses  still  not  on  a public  supply 
are  the  subject  of  check  bacteriological  samples  from  time  to  time. 

There  were  six  unsatisfactory  samples  and  two  were  suspicious.  In  each 
case  the  persons  using  the  water  were  advised  to  boil  the  water.  There 
are  the  odd  cases  where  the  occupier  clings  to  the  right  to  use  his  well 
but  in  the  majority  of  the  cases  the  premises  are  not  near  enough  to  a 
water  main  for  connection  to  be  requested.  The  Swindon  Water  Department 
are  preparing  a scheme  to  extend  the  mains  to  fefae  higher  parts  of  Broad 
Town  and  Clyffe  Pypard. 

The  report  of  the  Swindon  Water  Engineer,  Mr .E .W. Hampshire , 

B. Sc. (Eng.),  A.M.I.C.E.,  M.I.W.E.,  together  with  tables  giving  details  of 
chemical  and  bacteriological  samples  taken  by  his  department  are  set  out 
hereunder : - 

The  principal  work  undertaken  in  19&3  for  the  reinforcement  of 
the  water  supply  to  the  Rural  District  was  the  10u  main  from  Flaxlands 
Reservoir  to  R.A.F.  Lyneham.  The  laying  of  this  main  was  commenced  in 
February  1 963  and  the  work  was  substantially  completed  by  the  end  of  the 
year.  It  was  possible  to  put  the  main  into  supply,  section  by  section, 
as  completed,  and  this  procedure  enabled  the  rising  demands  of  the  R.A.F. 
Station  to  be  met.  Only  one  short  period  occurred  when  the  demand 
outpaced  the  capacity  of  the  system.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  when  the 
special  air  operations  at  Lyneham  gave  rise  to  appreciably  higher  water 
demands,  the  increased  load  could  be  met  without  difficulty. 

In  1963,  the  greatest  water  supply  difficulties  in  the  Rural 
District  arose  from  the  exceptionally  severe  and  prolonged  period  of 
frost  throughout  the  whole  of  the  early  part  of  the  year.  During  this 
period,  in  the  face  of  very  difficult  transport  and  working  conditions, 
full  supply  was  maintained  from  all  of  the  sources,  and,  generally, 
throughout  the  distribution  system.  Only  a small  number  of  burst  mains 
occurred  and  these  were  dealt  with  speedily,  but  widespread  trouble  was 
caused  to  large  numbers  of  individual  consumers  by  the  freezing  of  their 
underground  service  pipes.  In  a number  of  cases,  principally  where 
the  greatest  hardship  arose,  it  was  found  possible  to  thaw  out  the  frozen 
underground  pipe  by  an  electrical  method,  but  this  could  only  be  done 
for  a relatively  small  proportion  of  those  in  trouble,  and  the  efforts 
were  not  always  successful  and  sometimes  pipes  re-froze.  The  problem 
arose  from  a combination  of  the  exceptional  conditions  and  the  obvious 
shallowness  of  the  private  pipes  concerned.  These  private  pipes  are 
the  consumers  own  responsibility  and  some  consumers  have  now  taken  steps 
to  have  their  pipes  relaid  at  the  correct  depths,  but  it  is  clearly 
apparent  that  on  a large  number  of  the  supplies  there  is  danger  of  a 
repetition  of  the  serious  public  health  problems,  which  long  continuing 
deprivation  of  piped  water  supplies  can  bring. 


The  frost  damage  to  Clyffe  Pypard  Water  Tower,  which  was 
reported  in  1962,  could  not  be  fully  repaired  until  late  in  the  Spring. 

Only  three  farm  supplies  were  involved,  and  although  constant  supply 
could  not  be  maintained  to  these,  special  pumping  operations  were  undertaker 
every  day  to  ensure  that  a sufficient,  but  intermittent  piped  supply  was 
delivered . 

Mainlaying  work,  and  connections  made  during  the  year,  effected 
substantial  improvements  in  the  minimum  pressures  of  supply  at  Cricklade 
and  Mars  ton  Meysey,  where  previously  a number  of  complaints  had  been  made. 


Water  Supply  Sources  Serving  the  Rural  District  of 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett. 

Bacteriological  Analyses  Made  in  1963* 


Water 


S o u r c e 


Latton 

Ashton 

Keynes 

Broad  Town 

Clyffe  Pypard 

Thornhill 

Raw 

Final 

Final 

Final 

Final 

Final 

39 

47 

47 

42 

4o 

\ 

1 

39 

46 

47 

41 

39 

0 

100% 

98% 

100% 

97.5% 

97.5% 

0 

39 

*46 

47 

41 

39 

1 

100% 

*98% 

100% 

97.5% 

97.5% 

100% 

Total  number  of 
Samples 

Samples  in  which 
Coliforms  were 
absent  in  100  ml 

No: 

Percentage : 

Samples  in  which 
Bact.  Coli  Type  I 
were  absent  in 
100  ml 

No: 

Percentage: 


*Coliforms  absent  in  corresponding  raw  water  sample 

1 I l i 


Note:  At  Ashton  Keynes,  Broad  Town,  Clyffe  Pypard  and  Thornhill 
the  chlorination  arrangements  were  such  that  raw  water 
samples  could  not  be  taken. 
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Thornhill 

Clyffe  Pypard 

Broad  Town 

Ashton  Keynes 

Latton 

Source 

January  15 

April  17 

January  15 

October  7 

April  17 

February  4 

October  7 

April  8 

[ January  14 

October  7 

April  8 
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Houses  and  Population  supplied  from  Public  Water  Mains 


Parish 

Water  supplied  direct 
to  houses 

Water  supplied  by 
means  of  a standpipe 

No.  of  houses 
and  flats 

Estimated 

population 

No.  of  houses 
and  flats 

Estimated 

population 

As  iton  Keynes 

277 

969 

10 

35 

Bray don 

21 

73 

- 

- 

Broad  Town 

14-1 

493 

8 

28 

Clyffe  Pypard 

94 

329 

2 

7 

Cricklade 

611 

2,138 

3 

10 

Latton 

120 

420 

- 

— 

Leigh 

110 

385 

- 

- 

Lydiard  Millicent 

340 

1,190 

4 

14 

Lydiard  Tregoze 

135 

472 

2 

7 

Lyneham 

826 

2,891 

10 

35 

Mars ton  Meysey 

52 

182 

- 

- 

Pur ton 

1,115 

3,903 

12 

42 

Tockenham 

45 

159 

- 

Wootton  Bassett 

1,628 

. . 5,698 

2 

7 

5,515 

19,302 

53 

183 

Houses  and  Population  supplied  from  Private  Water  Mains 


Parish 

Water  supplied  direct 
to  houses 

Via  ter  .supplied  by 
means  of  a standpipe 

No.  of  houses 
and  flats 

Es  timated 
population 

No. of  houses 
and  flats 

Estimated 

population 

Broad  Town 

3 

11 

Clyffe  Pypard 

2k 

85 

Latton 

15 

53 

Lydiard  Tregoze 

22 

78 

Marston  Meysey 

11 

39 

1 

l 

75 

266 

- 

- 

Total  number  of  houses  and  Estimated  Population 
supplied  from  water  mains 


Public 

Mains 

Private  Mains 

Public  and  Private 
Mains 

houses 

and  flats 

Estimated 

population 

Houses 

and  flats 

Estimated 

population 

Houses 

and  flats 

Es  timatec 

populatio 

Into  or  on 
to  premises 

5,515 

19,302 

75 

2 66 

5,590 

19,568 

By  means  of 
standpipes 

53 

183 

- 

- 

53 

183 

5,568 

19,487 

75 

2 66 

5,6^3 

19,733 

Percentage  of  Houses  and  Flats  and  Estimated  Population 
Supplied  from  Water  Mains 


Public  Water  Mains 

Private  Water  Mains 

Total  houses  and 
Estimated 

Population  on  Water 
Mains 

Houses 
and  flats 

Estimated 

populatior 

Houses 
and  flats 

Estimated 

population 

Houses 
and  flats 

Es  timatec 
populatio 

Into  or  on 
to  premises 

97.16 

96.9 

1.32 

1.34 

98.48 

98.24 

By  means  of 
standpipes 

0.94 

0.93 

- 

- 

0.94 

0.93 

i 

98.1 

97.83 

1.32 

1 ,3k 

99.42 

99.17 

No.  of  visits  re  water  supplies  Public  - 11  Private  - 18 


THE  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 


There  was  a substantial  increase  in  the  number  of  infested 
properties  in  19&3  but  the  Rodent  Operator  reports  satisfactory  treatment 
in  each  case.  In  spite  of  the  increase  all  infestations  were  of  a 
minor  character,  except  three  major  infestations,  two  by  rats  and  one  of 
mice.  There  was  a notable  increase  in  the  properties  troubled  by  mice. 

Regular  work  was  carried  out  at  the  Cricklade,  Pur  ton  and 
Wootton  Bassett  sewage  works  and  at  Purton  and  Wootton  Bassett  refuse  tips. 
The  yearly  inspection  and  test  baiting  was  carried  out  on  the  sewers  in 
the  district  but  no  infestation  was  found. 

The  service  to  private  houses  is  free  but  work  on  business 
premises  and  agricultural  premises  is  the  subject  of  a charge,  but  it 
will  be  noted  that  a considerable  amount  of  this  chargeable  work  continues 
to  be  carried  out. 


The  Rodent  Operator  continues  to  work  the  district  on  a planned 
survey  as  well  as  dealing  with  complaints  and  a record  of  his  findings  and 
work  done  is  set  out  hereunder 


1-3 

c<! 

of  Property 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

houses 

Business 

Premises 

Agri- 
cul tural 

Total 

No.  of  properties  inspected  - 

(a)  after  notification 

- 

29 

18 

10 

57 

(b)  survey 

(c)  otherwise  (e.g.  when 

14 

1,084 

202 

215 

1,515 

visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

25 

180 

165 

** 

370 

Total  premises  inspected 

39 

1,293 

385 

225 

1,942 

No.  of  properties  infested 

185 

by  - rats 

5 

117 

21 

42 

mice 

% of  the  properties  inspected 
which  were  infested 

40 

20 

3 

63 

by  - rats 

12.82 

9.05 

5.45 

18.67 

9.53 

mice 

- 

3.09 

5.19 

1.33 

3.24 

No.  of  infested  properties 
treated  by  the  Local  Authority 

5 

157 

41 

45 

248 

Total  number  of  treatments 

(including  re-treatments  of 
the  same  properties)  carried 
out  in  the  year 

12 

175 

44 

45 

276 

Total  number  of  visits  to  individual  properties  - 2,483* 


LITTER  ACT  1938. 

Roadside  dumping  of  littor  continues  to 'be 'a  problem.  In- 
the  parishes  of  Lydiard  Millicent  and  Lydiard  Tregoze,  roadside  ditches 
are  littered  with  unwanted  household  articles  brought  out  from  Swindon, 
but  on  open  roads  with  good  visibility  it  is  difficult  to  apprehend  the 
offenders  for  in  each  case  they  wait  until  the  'coast  is  clear'.  In  all 
parishes  the  gypsies  use  their  favourite  camping  sites  and  leave  their 
trail  behind  them. 

The  local  branch  of  the  National  Farmer's  Union  is  showing 
interest  in  this  problem  and  I feel  that  a few  successful  prosecutions 
will  be  forthcoming  and  can  do  nothing  but  good. 
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PETROLEUM  ACT  AND  REGULATIONS. 


Two  new  installations  were  installed  giving  a balance  increase 
of  5*750  gallons,  for  one  installation  was  not  licensed  due  to  closure. 
Three  installations  were  increased  in  capacity  during  the  year  totalling 
8,000  gallons.  This  follows  the  trend  to  install  3*000  gallon  tanks  on 
the  larger  filling  stations  to  reduce  the  number  of  tanker  deliveries 
necessary. 

Tank  testing  and  pipeline  testing  has  been  carried  out  in  each 
case  together  with  a check  on  the  electrical  installations  to  the  stations. 


Number  of  licences  issued  to  store  petroleum  ..  ..  .»  63 
Number  of  licences  issued  to  store  petroleum  and  cellulose  1 
Number  of  licences  issued  to  store  petroleum  and  carbide  ..  1 
Number  of  lioences  issued  to  store  collulote  ..  ..  . . 1 
Number  of  licences  issued  to  store  carbide  ..  ••  ••  1 
Number  of  inspections  of  installations  and  storeplaces  ••  35 


DEALERS  IN  OLD  METALS  AND  MARINE  STORE  DEALERS 


The  following  gives  details  of  the  number  and  situation  of 
dealers  in  old  metal  and  marine  store  dealers 


Clyffe  Pypard  1 
Cricklade  2 
Tockenham  1 
Wootton  Bassett  2 


z 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  these  Acts. 

AGRICULTURE  (SAFETY,  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE  PROVISIONS)  ACT  1956. 

Following  the  original  survey  under  this  legislation,  no 
complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 

MISCELLANEOUS  VISITS. 

In  74  instances  complaints  were  received  which,  on 
investigation,  proved  not  to  be  the  Council’s  responsibility.  These 
unnecessary  visits  arise  from  letters  requesting  an  inspector  to  call 
but  not  stating  the  reason  for  the  request. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT  1963. 

The  department  was  given  the  responsibility  of 
administering  this  new  legislation  and  licence  conditions  were  prepared 
and  accepted  by  the  Council  in  readiness  for  the  operation  of  the  Act 
as  from  1st  January  1964. 
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TABULAE  SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Water  Supplies  - Public 

Private 

Drainage  ••• 

Piggeries  ... 

Moveable  Dwellings 
Factories  ... 

Bakehouses  • • 

Public  Conveniences 
Licensed  Premises 
Refuse  Collection 
Refuse  Disposal 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Ac 
Clean  Air  Act 
Schools  ... 

Nuisances  ••• 

Waste  Foods  Order 
Salvage  . • • 

Miscellaneous  Visits 
River  Pollution 
Dealers  in  Old  Metals 
Feral  Pigeons 
Visits  re  Dustbins 
Dustbin  Delivery 
Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act 
Housing  - Public  Health  Act 
Housing  Act  , 
Overcrowding 
Verminous  Premises 
Council  Houses 

Council  Houses  - re  complaints 

re  applications 
other  visits 
Appointment  Visits  ... 

Infectious  Diseases  • • 

Dysentery  ...  ... 

Meat  Inspection  ... 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  - 
Butchers  ... 

Clubs 

Canteens  ... 
Confectioners 
Fishmongers  . 

Food  Preparing  Premis 
Grocers  ... 
Greengrocers 
Ice  Cream  Premises 
Caf  e s . . . 

School  Kitchens 
School  Sculleries 
Licensed  Premises 
Mobile  Shops 

Food  Poisoning  Enquiries 
Dairies  Inspections  •• 

Sampling  - 

Milk  ... 

Bottle  Rinses 
Ice  Cream  •• 

Food  and  Drugs 
Food  Poisoning 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 
Pe tr oleum  Act  ... 


11 

18 

448 

5 

52 

52 

15 

3 

17 

390 

253 

2,483 

5 

2 

158 

10 

47 
74 

1 

9 

23 

717 

12 

1 

69 

137 

7 

48 
96 
30 


36 

8 

216 

1,171 

28 

1 

1 

. 10 
2 
8 

62 

7 

33 

17 

1 

3 
31 
11 
36 
46 

230 

15 

54 

9 

4 
11 
35 
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